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Narrative statement of description is found on one or more continuation sheets.
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C  Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

[ID  Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory history.
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SUMMARY STATEMENT

Built in 1905, the Vinther and Nelson Hardware Building, located at 706 N. Monroe
Street, was designed by Isaac Galbraith, an architect who practiced in Spokane in the first
decade of the 20th Century. It is a good, although deteriorated, example of the brick
commercial style that became the dominant architectural idiom in early urban America,
especially after fire had ravaged many wood frame structures. Like many of the earliest
of such buildings, it is a load-bearing structure, meaning that it stands alone, with the
brick supporting its own weight; later buildings employed an interior superstructure to
which the cladding was attached. Common early commercial style elements present in
this building include brick arches, sills, and lintels, as well as the flat roof with parapets.
Basalt foundations were especially popular in early Spokane due to the massive lava beds
that underlie much of the interior Northwest. Although portions of the front facade of the
building have been altered, some distinctive historic features remain, especially in the

upper level.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

The Vinther and Nelson Hardware Building is a load-bearing brick structure with a
rectangular plan. Although the windows of the front (west) and rear elevations indicate
three levels of windows, the interior contains only two floors. The lower floor has a high
ceiling, while the upper floor is of more normal height. In the Sanborn Fire Insurance
maps, the upper level is called an Intermediate Floor. The foundation is basalt stone. The
roof is covered with built-up water proof material and has a parapet that steps toward the

rear.

As noted above, the fenestration of the front facade is divided into three distinct levels.
The lower level consists of three panels of brick cladding and truncated triangular
openings. This level has a steeply-pitched, shed roof canopy with randomly placed,
rusticated wood shingles. At the second level are four large window openings that have
been covered for years and currently contain no glass. The uppermost level of the front is

the most ornamental component of the building, with triangles serving as the basis of the
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overall design. The larger triangle is outlined by basalt masonry, reaching to the apex
where a pointed finial is attached. The upper portion of this triangle is stabilized from
behind by a masonry support, creating a false front effect. The apex is defined by another
triangle, again outlined by basalt masonry. Inside this triangle is an ornamental bas relief
of either plaster or terra cotta in a scroll-like floral motif. At the center of the primary
triangle are two round arched windows, currently missing glass, with basalt masonry
sills. Above each window is a half-circle of basalt masonry containing radiating bricks.
To either side of the main triangle, squaring out the top of the facade, are two smaller
triangles containing more bas relief ornamentation, this time in a starburst design. The
entire front facade is defined by brick pilasters to either side, each with a round finial at

the top. These pilasters are intermittently striated with basalt masonry blocks.

The rear (east) elevation incorporates three levels, like the front. The upper level is
composed of two window openings with brick segmental arches and brick header sills.
The central opening also has a brick segmental arch above it, but lacks a sill. It is taller
than the flanking window openings and may have been modified to serve as the door
accessing a former fire escape. The central level of the rear contains three identical
window openings with brick segmental arches and header brick sills. The lower level
contains openings for flanking windows and a central door, all with brick segmental
arches. The central door and the window to its left have been bricked in. The window to
the right of the former entry has been bricked in, but later it was reopened and given a
brick round arch. The original segmental arch remains above it. Ads painted on the brick
above the upper and second level windows read “Vinther and Nelson” and “Hardware.”

The south elevation is partially obscured, abutting against the adjacent Holmes Block. An
ad painted on the brick reads: “Floor Covering, Housewares, Sporting Goods, Toys,
Gifts.” The rest of the wall is unadorned brick. The north elevation is also a blank wall
except for recently created rectangular openings with metal support bars above them. A
modern mural is painted onto the upper right corner. This wall was long partially

obscured by an adjacent building that has been removed.
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Currently, the interior of the Vinther and Nelson Hardware Building is mostly a shell and
undergoing renovation. Stairs to the basement have been removed and the floor is bare
dirt. The floor of the main level is wood. As a load-bearing brick building, there is no
interior framework, only the brick walls, with several pilasters, some of which contain
chimneys. The floor of the intermediate level above has been removed. Some original
floor joists remain; others have been replaced with new joists. Two openings in the floor
are directly below openings to the roof that once contained skylights. To summarize, the
interior of the building is a tabula rasa, a blank slate with which to design and build new

interior spaces.

ORIGINAL APPEARANCE & SUBSEQUENT MODIFICATIONS

The Vinther and Nelson Hardware Building has undergone extensive rehabilitations over
the years, especially since the store was closed in the 1960s. This is the result of the
subsequent revolving-door nature of multiple occupations. The street level of the front
facade, originally consisting of display windows, a recessed entry, and awnings, has been
completely replaced with the current odd truncated triangle appearance. The upper level,
until recently, was covered with wall board for decades. The upper level, however, is
nearly intact. The mostly blank and partially obscured wall of the south elevation retains
its historic painted ad. The north elevation has had past openings bricked in and new ones
created, but no windows and no doors. The rear elevation is partially intact, with all of
the original fenestration, or at least remnants of it, still visible. The lower level openings
have been bricked in, with the current rear entry being re-opened and a new arch built. As

noted above, the interior is a shell, ready for renovation.
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HISTORIC CONTEXT

The origins of Spokane can be traced to two ambitious settlers named J.J. Downing and
S.R. Scranton, who arrived in the vicinity in the early 1870s. Recognizing the energy
potential of the powerful falls of the Spokane River, they built a saw mill near a channel
of the river west of Havermale Island. In 1874 they sold their holdings to a partnership
that included James N. Glover, who would in time be hailed as the “Father of Spokane.”
Glover profited from the mill and other enterprises, as did other early entrepreneurs such
as Fredrick Post, who built the first flourmill, A.M. Cannon, who started the first bank in
town, J.J. Browne, who helped develop a new residential neighborhood west of
downtown, and Francis Cook, who printed the first local newspaper in Spokane Falls.
The “Falls” part of the name was later dropped. Another important early resident was
Henry T. Cowley. Using logs from Glover’s mill, he and carpenter William Pool, built
the first school in town, an enterprise that eventually led to the establishment of

elementary and high school education in the area.

The town grew rapidly during the 1880s, reaching a population of 2,000 by 1886.
Prosperous businesses were amassing bank capital, attracting more investments and
commercial enterprise. The construction of railroads through the area turned Spokane
into a transportation and commerce hub. The Northern Pacific was the first
intercontinental railroad to pass through Spokane, followed by the Great Northern, the
Union Pacific and, later the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul. Smaller rail lines that
connected with Spokane included the Spokane and Palouse, which built into the rich
wheat fields to the south; the Spokane Falls and Idaho, which reached toward Coeur
d’Alene Lake and the nearby mining districts; and the Spokane Falls and Northern, which
connected with Colville and Canada to the north. All of these lines brought further wealth
into Spokane, spurring growth of both the economy and the population. Historian N.W.
Durham reports that by 1889:

The banks of the city had risen in number from two to ten, the capital had grown
to nearly $1,000,000, with deposits of over $2,000,000. Mercantile transactions
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had swelled in proportion, the material results of the country had been developed,
the manufacture of lumber had grown till the output of the mills was valued at
$150,000 per month. The flour mills had been enlarged and new ones built till the
manufacture was 300 barrels a day. The manufacture of brick, the production of
lime and quarrying of the beautiful gray granite of the country, had taken up large
capital. Scores of fine business buildings had been built and occupied. Beautiful
residences crowned the hills and points of vantage, where the owners could look
out upon the permanent character of their work, and view with pride the
thousands of happy homes around them, for in this brief period, the city had

grown in population to nearly twenty thousand souls.

Into this scene of bustling prosperity, the threat of fire was occasionally interjected. The
danger was great because the majority of structures within the rapidly growing
community were built of wood, the cheapest and most easily acquired building material.
Several early conflagrations had prompted the establishment of a volunteer fire
department in 1884, but neither the volunteers nor the inadequate water supply system
could stop flames that raced through downtown on August 4, 1889. As illustrated in a
map produced by R.B. Hyslop, between the Northern Pacific tracks to the south and the
Spokane River to the north, the fire cut a swath through the center of the main business
district. In all, about 300 buildings were destroyed, only about thirty of which were brick
or stone. The community rebounded quickly, conducting business on the streets from
tents for a time. Several lessons were learned; a professional fire department was created
and builders determined that future construction in downtown Spokane would be of

masonry - brick, stone and, later, glazed terra cotta.

Among the first to suffer from the Panic of 1893 in Spokane was pioneer A.M. Cannon,
who had overextended his investments, some of which subsequently failed. When he was
denied funding from local banks to recoup, the bank that Cannon had founded, the Bank
of Spokane Falls, closed its doors on June 5, 1893, insolvent. Within just days, a chain

reaction of panic closed other major banks and people’s savings were snuffed out. Before
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things leveled out, many formerly rich men had lost their fortunes. But by 1896, the
economy was well on its way to recovering. In that year, N.W. Durham wrote: “Spokane
stands on the threshold of a new career. It is not a boast to say that the outlook, as we
stand in the dawn of a new year, is better than ever for further progress and substantial
development. With the planning here of national government interests, the establishment
of new productive industries, and the rapid growth of mining interests, Spokane’s future

is assured.”

During the first decade of the Twentieth Century, Spokane underwent a spate of growth
unprecedented before or since. The population explosion was largely fueled by great
numbers of blue collar workers who found employment in the climate of burgeoning
industries and service businesses. This led to a boom in Single Room Occupancy hotels.
These, along with new financial, civic, and medical facilities, led to the rapid expansion
of the central business district.

Urban development on the north side of the Spokane River was the product of two things:
bridges and street railways. They opened avenues of transportation northward from the
city center. Author Jeff Creighton discusses the early history of bridges across the
Spokane River:

Between 1889 and 1896, a total of six bridges were built, only to be washed away
by floodwaters, some within months of their completion. The lack of money,
materials, and construction techniques added up to continuous problems with
sound construction practices. Serious bridge building yielded a standard of
construction on par with most major cities in the country. This watershed period
began in 1907. After numerous problems with washouts and structural failures,
the citizens of Spokane demanded solid, well-constructed bridges. Initially, steel

replaced wood and, later, concrete dominated all bridge building within the city.
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The Monroe Street Bridge is apt example of this pattern. The first bridge at the location,
completed in 1889, was a wood trestle affair. It was built primarily to handle horse and
wagon traffic. Early photos portray the bridge being dashed by heavy current downstream
from the falls during periods of heavy runoff. The wooden structure was closed at least
once after being damaged by fire. And it was inadequate to support the street cars that

were becoming heavily used.

The Spokane Street Railway Company began running electrically powered rail cars in
1888. North Monroe was a major route, but when southbound traffic reached the Monroe
Street Bridge, rails diverted it to the nearby and safer Post Street Bridge. Due to this
inadequacy, the wood bridge was torn down in 1891, and replaced with a steel cantilever
structure, which could handle the street railway traffic. The same year, the Washington
Water Power Company began buying shares of the various street railway companies. By
1889, they had a near monopoly of the business. One of the major routes was the North
Monroe-Cannon Hill, which serviced the Monroe Street commercial district and the
residential South Hill. But as the network grew and expanded, resulting in the use of
larger cars and the introduction of double-tracking, the steel Monroe Street Bridge was
again deemed inadequate and street car traffic across it again ceased. It was not until a
concrete arch bridge was built in 1911 that the problems were solved and street railway

traffic resumed.

The improvements made to the bridges and the street railway network gradually
transformed North Monroe from a street of wood frame saloons and lumber yards, to a
thriving business district. More elaborate buildings went up and by 1920 Monroe Street
was the largest urban commercial core north of the Spokane River. Into this thriving
environment, two young men arrived from Denmark. They were cousins Samuel Vinther
and Nels Nelson. Both appear to have begun their careers as common laborers for the
railroads. Vinther and Nelson began their business partnership together in 1892 when the

two came to Spokane and operated a baggage transfer line with “one wagon and a pair of
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brass checks”. After a few months, they pulled together a nest egg, and opened a new and
used furniture store on the west side of Monroe.

The new and second hand store conducted by Messrs.Vinther and Nelson at 607
and 609 Monroe street, was established four years ago [article from 1896] and has
attained much popularity. The premises occupied are spacious and well arranged
for the accommodation of the stock carried. The assortment includes crockery,
hardware, furniture and every description of second hand goods of all kinds.
Second hand goods of all kinds are purchased, the best prices being paid for the
same. This firm is composed of Messrs. S.H. Vinther and N.M. Nelson. Both are
young men. They have by good management built up a large business and fully

merit their success.

Both men, it seems, lived at the business. By 1903, they had move to more permanent
quarters on Broadway Avenue, next door to each other. Their joint business venture must
have prospered, allowing them to contract for a new and substantial building at the 706

N. Monroe Street address.

Erected in 1905, the Vinther and Nelson Building was designed by Isaac J. Galbraith, a
Pennsylvania native, born in 1859, who attended Wesleyan University before taking an
apprenticeship position with a prominent Pittsburg architect. In 1887, he moved to
Montana for health reasons, where he designed the building erected to represent the state
at the 1893 World’s Fair in Chicago. Five years later he relocated to Spokane and hung
out his shingle as an architect in 1902, forming short partnerships, but mostly working
independently. Although practically forgotten in Spokane, N. W. Durham, an earlier
chronicler of local history had this to say about him:

Spokane stands high among the cities of the west in the appearance of its streets
and buildings. Although its growth has been almost phenomenal, at the same time

its builders have taken time to consider the effect of their operations. Its buildings
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are both substantial and adequate and reflect due credit upon the architects, the
contractors and the promoters of the city. Among its finer class of buildings are
the First Methodist Episcopal church, the Corbet building and the Gandy building,
all of which have been erected by the firm of Galbraith & Telander, whose offices
are in the Empire State building and of which Isaac J. Galbraith is the senior

member.

Mr. Galbraith also designed the Commercial Block (1906), the Holmes Block (1904) the
Roberts-Lingston House (1904), the Sarsfield Farmhouse (1905), and the Julius Dutton
House (1906). By 1910, Galbraith had retired from architecture to enter the contracting
business with John Telander. Their most important project was the County Infirmary in

Spangle. Galbraith seems to have left Spokane in about 1915.

Samuel and Nels rapidly expanded their store’s inventory, increasing their personal
income. They were able to both get married in the same year, 1913, Vinther to Magdeline
and Nels to Kamma — the brides were sisters. The same year, they were listed as officers
of the Vinther and Nelson Hardware Company, Vinther as president and Nelson as
secretary treasurer. The 1915 Polk City Directory contains this ad: “Vinther and Nelson
Co. Inc. Hardware, Furniture, Crockery, Paints, Oils, Glass and All Kinds of Household
Goods.” In 1926, they added Glidden Paints and Varnish to their in-store stock.

By 1932, Samuel and Kamma’s son Alvin was working for the hardware store as a
salesman. Nels and Magdeline’s son Ernest would join Alvin as a salesman for the store
in 1940. By then, Samuel Vinther has relocated his family to a comfortable home on the
South Hill, moving up in the world, while the Nelson’s remained on the North Side. Nels
Nelson passed away in 1943. Samuel Vinther and Nels’ widow Kamma became co-
owners of the business the same year. But by 1949, the sons, Alvin and Ernest, had taken
over ownership of the business, retaining the name “Vinther and Nelson Hardware
Company.” But the business seems to have gone into a decline; in 1950 the Vinthers

moved back to the North Side. Samuel Vinther stayed on as a salesman for the hardware
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store, but by 1952, he was dead, leaving the sons in sole control. In 1952, as co-owners,
they ran this ad: “Hardware, Paints, Electrical Appliances, Sporting Goods, Builders
Hardware.” In 1959, like their parents, the partners got married in the same year, Alvin
Vinther to Marion, Ernest Nelson to Josephine. For whatever reason, the partners seem to
have grown apart. Alvin began selling insurance for the Reliance National Insurance
Company. The name of the store became “Ernie Nelson Hardware.” By 1963, the

hardware store was out of business.

The building became host to a long succession of enterprises. During the mid-1960s it
was occupied by Towne Equipment Company, selling wholesale industrial supplies. By
1969, however, the building was vacant for the first time. The next year it was re-
occupied by something called the Red Feather Recreation Hall. In another year, the Tri-
State Vending Machine Company had moved in. In 1974, the building was vacant once
again. Beginning in the following year, a beauty shop, Status West, began a relatively
long run in the building. The owner sub-divided the building into smaller spaces, which
were leased to other small businesses. Among them were Jerry McGougan Investigations,
Inland Empire Timber Management, and All-Out Bail Bond. Several apartments were
rented out as well. One of them was occupied by then building owner Hector Berroteran.
For a few years in the early 1990s, Espresso Delizioso Café joined Status West as a
primary occupant. Beginning in 2001, that space was occupied by the Mercury Cafeteria,
which by 2006 had become the Merqg Café and Liquid Lounge. Status West was last
listed in 2001. By 2009, the building was vacant again. More recently, it was occupied by

The Hop, an all-ages music venue. It has now remained vacant for several years.

ELIGIBILITY STATEMENT

The Vinther and Nelson Hardware Building is eligible for placement on the Spokane
Register of Historic Places under Category A for its contributions to the economy of the
Spokane area, especially as it developed on the north side of the Spokane River, leading
the way for expanded opportunities for growth made possible by new bridges and the

street railroad system. The story of two humble immigrants making a go at it, and finding
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financial success in an environment of bustling commercial activity, surviving even the
major mid-century economic downturns, is riveting. The tale of Samuel Vinther and Nels

Nelson is a leitmotif of the story of early Spokane.

Despite its deteriorated and altered appearance, this building is also eligible for listing on
the Spokane Register of Historic Places under Category C, for architecture. As noted
above, some design elements remain; others will be restored, and jarring modern
alterations, such as the triangular windows and shed roof canopy of the front, will be
removed. Planned restoration efforts also include the second, or mezzanine, level storefront,
which was previously covered by wall board for many years. One of the most remarkable
features of the building, as revealed in historic photographs, was the presence of floor to
ceiling display windows, not just at the street level, but on the next level up. This was a
departure from the usual scheme of the street level storefront topped by rows of windows that
often lighted offices and SRO hotel rooms. Fortunately, when the wall board was removed,
the window openings were found to be intact. Planned renovations will restore the building’s

original glass facade.

More importantly, the building is a key component of an intact historic street scene along
several blocks of N. Monroe. Some buildings have already been removed, leaving gaps in
what could arguably be determined a historic district. The gap to the north of the Vinther
and Nelson Hardware building was the location of a former historic commercial building.
This lot will be developed as a courtyard, preventing its being supplanted by modern
infill. The preservation of this building is not just about the individual structure, but also

about one of the last blocks of intact commercial buildings left in Spokane.
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VNH-1 Historic photograph of the front (west) facade, ca. 1905. Photograph by T.W.
Tolman, courtesy of the Eastern Washington Historical Society. Note the tools and toys
on display.
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SCB-2 Historic photograph of North Monroe Street, ca. 1930. Photograph by T.W.
Tolman, Courtesy of the Eastern Washington Historical Society. Ricardo Building in
center foreground. Note the Vinther and Nelson Hardware Building to the right, with the
triangular false front.
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VNH-3 West (front) facade, view to the east.

VNH-4 West (front) facade, view to the southeast.
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VNH-5 West (front) fagade, upper level, view to the east.

VNH-6 West (front) facade, lower level, view to hast.
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VNH-7 East (rear) and south facades, view to the northwest.

VNH-8 South elevation ad, view to the northwest.
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VNH-10 Floor joists, old, view to the west.
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VNH-11 Floor joists, new, view to the east.

VNH-12 Interior space, view to the northeast.
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VNH-13 Interior, chimney pilaster, view to the south.

VNH-14 Imprint left by stair removal, view to the northeast.
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Vinther and Nelson Hardware Building

VINTHER-NELSON
MARK ANNIVERSARY

The Vinther-Nelson company |
will celebrate its 4Rth anniversary.
as a North Side furniture and,
hardware concern March 15. i

“In the years we havegheen In |
business we have seen some Im- '
portant changes made in the styles
of homes and home furnishings,'
sald 8. 1. Vinther. "One of the
‘most nofable of these Is the change
to hetter hardware, Home owners !
now are paying as much as three |
times the price of the old [fixtufds
for the beauty and cdurability given
by the new ones.

*Another imporiant development
s the use of synthetic bases for
paints and enamels which give a
better surface at a much higher
drying speed,” he said. (

Spokane Daily Chronicle, March 10, 1939
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HARDWARE MAN

“TAKEN BY DEATH

N. M. Nelson, a Spokane ploneer|
who for a hall-contury had heon
in the hardware business, died this
morning al the family home,
W2628 Klernan.

He had been ill for some time,
but death came suddenly. Mem-
bers of the family were with him
at the end.

With S. H. Vinther, his partner
for 50 years, Mr. Nelson came to
Spokane in 1B89. Three years later
the two young men founded thelr
first hardware store at NB07-6UD
Monroe. Later Lhe business wasj'
moved to NT06 Monroe, its present;'
lecation. Through the decades, the
Vinther & Nelson Hardware store
became widely known In Spokane
and the Inland Empire.

The deuth of Mr. Nelson sepa-
rates a partnership and a deep and
lasting frirnclship. The two part-
ners married sisters. _

The clder sons of the lwo parl-|
ners, Ernest Nelson and Alvin Vin-|!
[ther, have been associated with the
business for many years and will
carry on the store under Lhe fam-|
lly name, It was sald.,

Surviving Mr. Nelson are his
|wile; \wo sons, Ernesl nnd Miles,|

two daughters, Helen and
Stella. The is at the Hazen &
Jaegoer funeral homae.

Lo~

Spokane Daily Chror?i_cl-e, March 9, 1942
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Vinther Tells Jury of Storing Paper

1A €. Vi Teaving 1t 1n the two boxes|tell them that the store *
' A ther, partner In the ' ‘slore was on fire.
| 'JI:EhEr l:d Hrh;:'.m Hardware in the basement. She got out of the truck, she said,
jenmpany, NT06 Monrne, re-, He was so stunned by the fire,|and Vinther turned around and
‘turned 1o the stand today in'be¢ said, that, in his excitement,|hurried back to the
iwhat may be the final day nf he didn’l remember the paper inci-| She

the company's S$46,000 suit dent when firemen asked him to boxed paper packing to the store||
apainst two Insurance com- wentily a pue of burned material|previously, she said, 1
[ aaeys Muiie et he 016 tham oo o kg Twency-ira, preskcont of Chisens |
nA:: the jury inn.w m Later, WE sald, be remem- "|Savings and Loan society, lestified) |
;'. Kelly's court late toclay, bered the packing, anod real- |Viciher had called him the day;]

The defendants. Northwest My 12rd that the charred materinl :“h! fire to make application (or !
wal Fire Insurance a-nllml was lis burned remalns.
and the Indiana Lumbermen’s Mu-! Under um-uuﬁutm by de-| ..o scovoved i Vinther

admitted he had lelJ {iremen heune
o of the i o e, e 2GR, b B ol (sl e oty n he bas

lle Placed Poper al about the lime he opened it in ;
e e e (. V. MAGUIRE
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Spokané Ijaily Chronicle, October 10, 1955
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History revived

Families gatber at Eight Mile Idand for 100-year reunion

By Winslum Raow
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i males mic exy, ™ sabd Senc {Vimber) Bech Liske,
B, Vissher's = exied all day long, Gt Reumioaidy
WMONUFY, DEPIETIOE 8, LN rage Ay
" o " building on Priest Lake.” “This was 1932, during the Depression.” he
Heunlun- Cabm For the next several decades, the Vinther chuckled. “You have depression, so you buy &°
b 5 t f and Nelson families spent e e e e
1 ]11 summers on what would he renamed Eighl Y L M.
Was . Or usc Mile Island. et chair is nearby, its wood held together by
1 1 e e wires.
mn II]]I].I]]g OPCI'&UOI] um‘:;#:g;?wﬁmfetsg;d;;mucl Outside. a makeshift church. complete wath
Gontinoed Fom AT Vinther's son. “Folks took a train to Priest bl b i ledd et ]

grandson, insisted upon blasting blanks at
wooden boats.

Cameras have helped keep thisstream of
relationships together for so many decades.
Photo albums lined a table on the porch of the
cabin that’s now a muscum.

Its carctaker is Stan Vinther, and he can’t
restrain himself from giving people the grand
tour.

‘The cahin was built in 1897, for use in mining
the Deer Trail Lode. It was sold shortl
afterward to a homesteader, who dclred much
of the landscape to raise livestock.

Samuel Vinther and Nels Nelson, two
cousins and partners in the hardware business,
bought the cabin in 1900.

But because politics kept a mining claim
from going through, Vinther and Nelson had
to forgo their ownership for a special use
permit, granted by the U.S. Forest Service in

The outhouse graflitl at the Vinther and Nelson
cabin documents some of the family history of
1he historical property.

1909.

“It's kind of a semi-public, private place,"
Bech explained.

“When the state of Idaho found out about
this, they were excited. This is the oldest

River, then a horse-driven stage to the halfway
house (named because it was halfway between
the river and the lake), then we'd chug up here
in a steamboat and land on the point.

“Then we had to go back to Conlin. We
rowed eight miles, to Coolin and back.™

In 1980, there was talk of tearing down the
cabin. So after considerable efforts, family
members got the cabin registered as a national
historic site.

Today. the hand-hewn fir and larch logs are
stacked stiff in defiance. The antique wood-
burning stove informs its users they can cook
food from warm to hot to very hot.

Old product cans, unearthed from the yard,
letvisitors see history. There's a battle of
mange with precipitated
sulphur. Another bottle, of Old Taylor
Whiskey made by the American Medicinal
Spirits Co., has a prescription label on the side:
“One-half ounce every four hours.” Bech
reads of the Prohibition relic.

Spokesman-Review article, September 4, 2000

ﬁulpl tof 2-hy-4's. A rickety outhouse. A mine-
ole pult-pult course. A shed, all preserved for
solong,

Andwalking through it all, a family
preserved for just as long.

“My father would bring up both families,
remembered Jeanne (Vinther) Danzer, 8.
“Then he’d go home, Uncle Nels would come
take over for the rest of the summer.

“My favorite thing as a child was to steal the
rowhoat and go out in the roughest water |
could.”

In Danzer's eyes, a glint of sadness
shimmered, as she realized there won't be
many more reunions for her.

i‘;ltls means the last trip 'll make here,” she
said.

But the next generation promises to carry
on.

“We'd spend the bulk of a summer up here
aschildren,” said Jim Bech, Vinther's
grandson. “It was just a handful of people
Now there's 150."
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Baggage Checks Mark Old Partnerslup 1

It is just a pair of old brass baggage checks that Samuel H.
Vinther has dug up reminiscent of a partnership with Nels M.

| Nelson that has existed since 1892. When the two came to Spo-

kane early in that year they began operation of a baggage
transfer line with one wagon and a pair of brass checks. After
a few months they opened a hardware store in the N600 block
on Monroe, later. gave up the baggage wagon and since have
confined themselves to hardware lines. * They believe theirs is
the oldest partnership in Spokane today.
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Not only has the firm of Vinther & Nelson been intact for
50 years in Spokane, but the name will continue as their sons
are already in the business with their fathers. Below, left to
right, are S. H. Vinther and N. M. Nelson, founders of the
business, and above, left to right, Alvin Vinther and Ernest
Nelson, the second generation in the business here. The boys
have grown up in the business. (Photo by Nelson.)
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VINTHER & NELSON

Fifty years is a long time for any man to remain in busi-|
ness in the same community. It is seldom that 2 pa-rtnershlp

A io
endures that long. It is even more unusual for d concern
g in a block of the

occupy business quarters all that time with ( i
original location. In the west, of all places, population shifts
constantly, districts run out and business concerns are often
forced to move elsewhere if they are to stay in business.

Spokane has several half-century = =
. shot, shows buggy whips, horse col-,
business men and concerns, a few Jars, whiffle-trees and drvivers'!

Still in the hands of the original|whips featured on the sidewalk.
founders. Vinther & Nelson, hard-1  yppeyg iews sh li i
ware dealers on North Monrae, nterior ?ue\'-fi s o;v iil. f“II(?tC{J
have been in business together for base-burners an another o fl ﬂ:‘.
50 years this month, N. M. Nelson en ranges down the center of the
and S. H. Vinther have been the main floor. On the top sell b &
proprietors all that time. Their row of wash boilexrs, more whips
story is unusual. hanging from the ceiling and fancy
First p hanging lamps with elaborate dec-
2 !tog:&%?niség&eyniﬁne t‘i’c A“Lm" orations. Alarm clocks and jack-
Mz. Nelson was 16 and I“v}?l'w::;:hi? knives are on the-glass showcases.
was 15. Four years later they re- Not long after launching the
turned to Denmark to visit their business, the partners married sis-
families. Eight years later Mr. ters. Mr. Nelson married Kamme
Nelson visited his native land at i"lizy?l;l:nnedmﬁré V‘,TI“}““I'_ E“ﬂf’l‘ieg
the time of the deatl i § rer. The sisters ha
& eath of his father. .5me to Spokane with their par-

Came in 1839. ents from Copenhagen when small

youngsters.
The young men came fo Spo- Carrying out ghe partnership
kane in 1889 but did not Jaunch|idea to their timep

1 ;i of recreation,
their store until 1892. The location, the business men

in 1900 jointly
was N607-609 Monroe. Old pictures purchased their summer home on|
show that it was quite a sfore even Eight Mile island in Priest lake,
for the early days. An exterior still jointly owned by ithem and’

»

This is the interior of the Ilirst Vinther &

always within a block of the first location. The pariuer

,shared by ‘th;éir:'iammgﬁ “eadh sum-~
'mer. They have owned a mimber
'of boats, probably some of the firs

on the lake. ]

| Taking Turns.

In 1005 the families had the urge
to vieit Denmark. The men could
‘hot leave the store at the same
{ime. The Vinthers made the trip
first, leaving in the fall and spent
six months abroad. They returned
in Lhe spring of 1906. The Nelsons
then sailed for Denmark, also stay-
ting six months and visiting in Lan»l
don and Liverpool before return-
ing. -

In 1907 the business was moved
to the present location at INT06
Monroe, within a block of the
original store. Early pictureg again
tell the story and also indicate
changes in merchandise. -

Stoves again held the center of|
| the maii floor, but of a more mod-|
ern type. DBuilders’ hardware was
prominently featured. Stable lan-
ferns hung beneath the balcony,
‘and the balcony was crowded wilh
ornamental iron bedsteads. Paints:
and saws were in evidence. Show-
cases were modern and ecarried a
Jarge stock, but the whips, hanging
lamps and whiffle trees had largely
disappeared. Fish reels were some-

| Nelson store launched at 607-608 Nor :
; \ i ) S -609 North Monroc
in 1882. S. H. Vinther and N. M. Nelson have been in business together for the entire Pt‘Fit:;"u

s are in the background, right,




thing mew in their day. !

In the early days the puariners
met the treains and hanled baggage.y
When n train whistled, the parinery
who was least husy donned l_hei
single bagpagemnan's eap, also joint!
property, amd drove the hovse-|
drawn vehicle to the depol.

Shared Spectacles.

The partners even wenlt so fur ns
{0 sharae the same speclacies. These
reposed on the cash register for
the use of both men. If one should
forget and wear them when he Teft
the store. the other pariner was
[ just out of Juek until he returned. |
| They recall that getting to Priest,
lake in the early days was quite a!
different thing from the present.
two-hour spin by aufo over good:
roads. Way back it was a three-
day journey. They went by train
.to Priest River and stayed all night
there., From Priest River they
went by horge-drawn stage to al
log building halfway hetween the
town and the lake. On the easti
road, it is still known as the Hall-;
way house,
. There they had thelr Junches,|
‘which sound like banguets today.;
There was no cnd of homemile
breads and pastries, jams and jell-|
ies and always four or live kinds
of meat, Including wild game,

Summers at Lake.

Here also the tived team was re-
placed hy another and the journey:
iwas continued {o CToolin on the
Inke. ‘Thev spent the second night.
in # hotel thete, The next dayi
they went by sicamboal 1o their
ieabin eight mites up the Jafe. I
was  usually  soveral days before
‘heir  bagpage  caught  up \\'11?11
then.

The mothers and children re-
mained all summer at the lake.
The men took turns, remaining six
weeks each. ‘There Wwas no run-
ning back and forth. Often there
were aunts and cousins jn the
ZrOup.

Frnest Nelson and Alvin Vin-
ther, known Lo niany g lrie and
Al are the elder sons of the part-
nerg and have bheen associnfed In
the business with their fathers
since the close of the World war.!
They will carry on the store un-i
dor the family name when they;
succeed {heir fathers. Ernie Nel-
sun was overseas in the last war,
for two years. Both men came un-
der the rcgistration age in this,
War. |
“The Vinthers have five other
children and eight grandchildren.
The Nelsons have three other chil-
dren and five grandehlldren.

‘The relationships betiwveen the
pariners have hoen entirely har-«
monious throughout the 50 years.V
Thelr sons are fully as congeniul as
ithe founders. ;

|

Early Store Front Shows Goods in Demand l
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This is the exterior view of the first Vinther & Nelson store on North Monr
d sales force stand

horse collar and whiffle-tree in the first sidewalk display. The partners an
in the doorway. The pavtners also met trains to deliver baggage.

Second Store Became Permanent Location ,

A, =

In 1907, Vinther & Nelson opened this store at N708 Monree, within a block of their
original store, NT06 is the store location today, modernized to keep abreast of the times.
dded when this picture was made soon aifter

Building hardware and sporting goods had been a
the opening 35 years ago.




ote the whips,
>s force stand

Cha.-R2T-(996

Vinther & Nelson,
g'The new and second hand store con-
ducted by Messrs. Vinther and Nelson
at 607 and 609 Monroe street, was es-
tablished four years ago and hag at-
tained muech popularity. The premises
oceupied are spacious and well ar-
ranged £ar the accommodation ol the
stoek carried. The asgortment includes
crockery, hardwars furniturs and overy
cegeription of second band goods of all §
vinds., Second hand goods O all kinds
are purchased, the best prices being !
paid fer the same. 'This firm is com- |
posed of Messrs, i3, IL Vinther and N. .
M. Nelson, Both are young men,,
They have by gocd management built
up a large business and fully merit
their success. -
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