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This form IS for use In nommatlng or r9questlng determinations for IndIVidual preparnes and dlstncts See esnueucne In How to Complete the NatIOnal Regtster of
Histone Places RegistratIOn Form (NatIOnal Register Bulletin 16A) Complete each Item by marking "x. In the appropnate box or by .ntsnng the information
requested If any Item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/AM for Mnot applICable· For functIOns, architectural classifICation, malenals, and
areas of signifICance, enter only categanes and subcategones from the Instructions Place addmcna! entnes and narranve Items on eennnuatcn sheets (NPS Form 10-
900a) Use a typewnter, word processor, or computer, to complete alillems

1. Name of Property

h,storlC name Gustav Meese Bu;ld;nq. Wash;ngton Broom Factory
other names!s;te number Inland Trad1ng Company
2. Location

street & number West 1727 Sinto Avenue not for publ;cat10n
vldmtyClty or town Spokane

state Wash;ngton code \.IA county Spokane code Zlp code 99205

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the deslgnated authorIty under the NatIonal HlstorlC Preservat10n Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that
this -!-nomlnatl0n request for determlnatlon of el;glblllty meets the documentat;on standards for reglster1ng
propertles In the Nat10nal Reg;ster of HlstorlC Places and meets the procedural and profess10nal requlrements set
forth 1n 36 CFR Part 60. In my opln1on, the property -!-meets does not meet the Natl0nal RegIster cr1terla.
I re£omrnend that thlS property be cons1dered slgnlf;cant __natlonally __statew;de -!-locally. ( See contlnuat;onsheet or.addlt10nal comments.)

(I E q"':
Signature of cert1fY1ng off1c1al

\ Mary Thomcson. State Hlstor;c Preservatl0n Offlcer
Date

l State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opInIon, the property meets does not meet the Natlonal Reg1ster cr1terla.
for addlt10nal comments.) See contlnuatlon sheet

SIgnature of commentlng or other off1c1al Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certlfy that th1S property lS:

entered In the Natl0nal Reglster.
See cont;nuat10n sheet

determIned elIgIble for the Nat10nal
Reg1ster. See contlnuat1on sheet

___ determlned not ellg1ble for the
Nat10nal Reg;ster.
removed from the Natlonal RegIster.

___ other, (explarru ) _

SIgnature of Keeper Date of ActIon

\
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property
..2L private
_ pubLic·local
_ public-State
_ public-Federal

Category of Property
...!.... bu,ldmg(s)

dtatr-tct
site
structure
object

No. of Resources withIn Property
contributing noncontrlbut,ng
_,_ __ buildings

sites
structures

__ objects
_,_ Total

Narne of related multiple property listing:
(Enter liN/Ali if property IS not part of a
multiple property llStlng.)

N/A

No. of contributing resources previously
listed ,n the National Register:

o

6. Functions or Use

HistoriC Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions.)

Commerce/warehouse factory Commerce/warehouse

7. Description
ArchitecturaL CLasslflcatl0n
(Enter categories from lnstructlons.)

No styLe

MatenaLs
(Enter categorles from instructions.)

foundatl0n stone and mortar
waL Ls bnck

roof tar and composition
other wood brace frame

Narratlve Descrlption (Describe the hlstorlc and current condition of the property on one or more contlnuation
sheets. )

(See Continuatlon Sheet for Section 7)
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8. Statement of Significance
Appl fcable Natlonal Register Crlterls (Mark "X" in one or more boxes for the criteria quallfymg the property for
Natlonal Register llstlng.)
_x A Property 18 associated With events that have made 8 slgnlficant contribution to the broad patterns of

our history.

B Property 18 associated With the lives of persons significant in our past.
_x C Property edxx:Iles the dtat rnct rve characteristics of 8 type, per-ted, or method of construction

or represents the work of 8 master. or possesses hlgh artlstlc values, or represents 8 slgnlflcant
and distinguishable entlty whose components lack indlVldual dlstlnctl0n.

D Property has Yielded, or 18 llkely to Yield. informatloo Important in prehlstory or history.

c-t eer-reConsiderations (Mark IIXII tn all the boxes that apply.)
A owned by a rel1910uS lnstltutl0n or used for rellg10Us purposes.
B removed from ltS original location.
C a birthplace or a grave.
D a cemetery.
E a reconstructed bulldlng. object, or structure.
F a ccsmemcret tve property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved signlflcance Wlthln the past 50 years.

Areas of Slgnificance
(Enter categories from lnstructloos.)

INDUSTRY

Perlod of Signiflcance
1904-1934

Significant Dates
1904

ARCHITECTURE

Cultural Affll1atlon
N/A

Significant Person
N/A

Archltect/Bullder
N/A

(See Contlnuatlon Sheet for Sectlon 8)
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County and State_...!S>J;co!!!!kJ!janO!.L!!W!!!A'- _ Page ...i...

9. Major BibUographical References

(Cite the books, artlcLes, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.>
(See Continuation Sheet for section 9)

PrevIous documentation on file (NPS):
___ preliminary determination of individual lIsting

(36 CFR 67) has been requested
___ previously listed In the National Register
___ previously determined eligible by the National Register
___ designated 8 National HlstOflC Landmark
___ recorded by Historic American BUildings

survev # _

___ recorded by HistOflC American Engineering
Record # _

Pnmary location of adchtlonal data:
State Historic Preservation Office

___ Other State agency
___ Federal agency
-!- Local government
___ urn vet-s1 ty

Other
SpeCIfy reposltory:

Spokane City Library. Northwest H1story

10. G~ographical Data
Acreage of property Less than 1 acre
UTM References
1-lL! 4/6/7/2/0/0
Zone Eastmg

5/21719/4/B/0
Northing 3 --L-- I I I I I

Zone Eastmg
111111

Northing
11111 II II II 4 --L-- 11111 111111

See continuat10n sheet
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundar1es of the property on a continuation sheet.)

The Gustav Meese building IS located 1n Chamberllns Addition of Spokane Wash1ngton. It includes Lots 1-2-3.
bLock 21. The build1ng 1S In the northwest corner of the site, adjacent to Sinto Avenue on itIS north facade and
Oak Street on 1t1s west.
Boundary Just1f1cat10n (ExpLa1n why the boundaries were selected on a cont1nuatlon sheet.)

The boundary is the 3 C1ty lots, set by the C1ty.
11. Fonn Prepared By

name/t1tLe Stacey MueLLer. edited by Lauren McCroskey
crqaru zet tcn UMII ConsuLt1ng Group
street & number West 1305 F1fth Avenue #6
c t ty or town ..J!S12ppok~a~n]!;.L _

date August 1511994
tet ephcne 509- 747-7847
state WA Zlp code 99204

Additional Documentation

Submit the foLLowing 1tems With the compLeted form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 m1nute series) Indicating the property1s LocatIon.
A sketch map for hlstor1c d1strlcts and propertIes having Large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and wh1te photographs of the property.

AddltlonaL ltems (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any addltlonaL 1tems.)

'Property Owner (Compl.te this Item at the requ.st of the SHPO or FPO.)

name John Davi s
street & number West 1727 Sinto Avenue
c r ty or town _-'S!lCO!!!!k.!!Bn!:!.L _

t.l.phon. 509-325-3333
state ~ Zip cede 99205
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DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

The Gustav Meese Washmgton Broom Factory sits on the corner of Oak Street and Smto
Avenue m the West Central neighborhood of Spokane, Washmgton BUilt m 1905 as a
replacement to a previous factory which burned, thrs factory ISone of the first mdustnal buildings
constructed m the West Central neighborhood, and has been muse since Its construction This
three-story building and basement nses off of a stone and mortar foundation to a flat roof Walls
consist of bnck and frame construction WIth bnck cladding The bnck IS medium red m color
and laid in an American bond The intenor structure IS compnsed of a wood post-and-beam
framing commonly used m Spokane at this time The extenor appearance of the building IS
linear and plain, WIth only corbelled bnck creating a corbel table at the cormce, and rmmmal
pamted advertisements or ornamentation The fenestration ISsymmetrical on the two upper floors
and asymmetrical on the first floor, due to the placement of double-Sized freight doorways and
single doorways mtermmgled WIth the windows The facade of the building has SIXbays, WIth
the second and fifth bays serving as entrances to the first floor The west elevation mirrors the
pnrnary facade on the upper two floors, and has only four bays on the street level The south
elevation IS expressed as four bays on the upper two levels and features two entrances on the
street level At the east elevation a one-story warehouse has been attached at the ground level,
leaving the two upper stones exposed The exposed elevanon on the east ongmally had two bays
of large WIndows, which have since been bricked up ThIS buildmg IS in good condinon No
structural alterations have occurred Mrrumal alterations have taken place in some of the
opemngs, bemg bricked or boarded up

SITE
The Meese buildmg resides at the northwest corner of the lot m the 1700 block of Sinto

Avenue The lot IS at the southeast corner of the crossing of Oak Street and Smto Avenue The
building IS bordered on the west by Oak Street, the south by an alley, the east by an attached
warehouse, and the north by Smto Avenue There IS no vegetation on the site A rail lme runs
down Smto Avenue in front of the buildmg The pnmary facade of the building ISfifty feet WIde
and the east IS fifty feet WIde
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DESCRIPTION

Three features are common to the entire building These are the cornice, the segmentally
arched Window and door treatments, and a painted band surrounding the buildmg The cornice,
IS composed of corbelled bnck, which creates a corbel table at the roof line The cornice
continues from the pnmary facade around the buildmg, except on the east elevanon Windows
are four-over- four, double-hung sash The hntels for both the double and single Wide doors are
also segmentally arched A hght colored painted bands surrounds the enure building, begmmng
above the third story Windows and continuing to midpoint of the cornice

One feature on the buildmg, which no research could explain, IS the function of some odd-
Sized openings that have all been bncked up These undetermined opemngs are the Width of
double doors, yet they are located two feet above the floor line The east Side of the buildmg
has two of each of these openmgs on the second and third levels The north facade has one, and
the west elevation has two on the ground level All the other windows are smaller and located
higher up on the wall, yet the height of these openmgs indicates they must have been windows

Begmrung With the first floor of the pnmary facade on the north SIde of the building and
moving upward, the obVIOUSfeatures are the openmgs, loading dock, and shed roof porch The
loading dock spans the entire front of the buildmg It has been renovated to meet current
building codes Due to the ongmal function of the building, and the level of the openmgs, It can
be assumed a loading dock was previously located there, though no ongmal photographs have
been located to venfy The loading dock and Its porch are preexistmg to the current owner, but
necessary to the current business The ground floor also features three Windows, a single Wide
door, a double Wide space and a boarded up wmdow Both the second and third floor have SIX
Windows across the facade The far west Window on the second floor has been bncked up

The west Side on Oak Street also possess SIXWindows across the second and third stones
The ground floor has a freight door and two boarded and bncked up spaces, which are the same
size as the freight door, yet located one foot higher on the wall Half basement Windows can be
seen, but all have been boarded up The most mterestmg features on the buildmg are the faded,
but recogmzable, painted advertisements from the ongmal broom factory penod Two circular
signs approximately five feet m diameter and featunng the profile of George Washmgton, are
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located on the third floor One circle IS found on each of the outside edges Under the circular
signs are two rectangular signs approximately eight feet long, reading, from nght to left,
"BRUSHES AND BROOMS"

The south Side bordered by the alley has only four windows across on the upper stones, one
window and a freight door on the ground level The mechanical equipment and storage bIOS
remam

The east Side currently connects to a single story addition by a freight door All the openings
have been bncked up, but were at one lime all double Wide Windows or doors They are the size
of doors, but located high enough to be Windows

The mtenor ISalso 10 excellent conditron The onginal tongue and grove wood floors on the
ground floor snll exist The wood infrastructure 10 the ceihng ISopen, and ISstructurally sound
The main beams run north and south, supported by trusses A new wood staircase nses up the
center of the north Side to all floors
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The Washmgton State Broom Factory IS srgnificant due to ItS architectural stature as an
mdustnal property type of good mtegnty representing the West Central neighborhood, Its
association With commercial development 10 the area, and ItS connection to persons Important
to the commercial development of Spokane The Washington Broom Factory IS the oldest
mdustnal building 10 the area and retains a higher level of mtegnty than most nearby buildings
of histone vintage

History of Commerce and Persons ASSOCiatedWith Washmgton Broom Factory
The West Central area of Spokane was homesteaded 10 1879 by a former Seattle area

attorney, Colonel D P Jenkms HIS one hundred and SIXtyacre homestead was the first residence
on the northwest Side of the Spokane River Ongmally, the City of Spokane was called Spokane
Falls and was located on the south Side of the nver as a cluster of approximately fifty houses
The only method of transportation between his homestead and Spokane Falls, for Colonel
Jenkins, was a ferry Other promment Spokane businessmen followed Jenkins' example of buy 109

property north of the nver, and by 1889 a wood bndge was constructed at Monroe Street,
connecting the north and south banks of the nver This bndge encouraged the residents of both
the north and south banks to cross frequently, which prompted the establishment of a small
busmess distnct on the north bank Such businesses as hotels, saloons, clothmg, and grocery
stores flounshed to create the first commercial center away from the downtown of Spokane Falls
None of these onginal buildings stili exits due to a fire, which swept away the buildmgs and the
wood bndge 10 1890 By 1891 a new steel bndge had replaced the faltenng wooden one, and
new masonry buildmgs began to replace the wooden ones Noted Spokane architects were
employed to design some of these buildmg, such as the Jenkms Buildmg and the Ricardo
Apartments designed by Albert Held Interurban nul cars ran across the steel bndge, providing
transport into this flounshmg shopping area

Dunng this building up of the commercial area Gustav Meese began the first mdustnal
commerce on the north bank In 1900 Meese needed building space and access for tram trackage
for his expanding wooden and Willow ware business He bought a two-story wood frame
buildmg With Side wings on the comer of Sinto and Oak, which had a spur hne of the Oregon-
Washmgton Railway and Navigation Company's lme directly 10 front of the property In May of
1904, however, this buildmg was destroyed by fire

In the fall of that year he began construction on a three-story bnck building With a basement,
which IS the buildmg nornmated today An expanding population was one reason for the
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development of the north bank of the Spokane nver, but also Important to Its development (and
consequently to Washington Broom Factory) was the railroad Due to Spokane's location
between the Pacific coast and the midwest cines of Duluth and Mmneapohs, Spokane became
a center for transcontinental railroads Several railroads cnsscrossed through the Spokane area
Dunng the early 1890s the Great Northern Railroad and the Oregon-Washmgton Railway and
Naviganon Company had rail hnes to the west central area The Oregon-Washmgton Railway
and Naviganon Company's hne ran through Smto Avenue, which would later be the site of the
Washington Broom Factory and a small mdustnal area

Today a small business distnct exists m the North Monroe area Business mclude restaurants,
antique shops, and other shops The hght industnal area where Meese built hIS business IS
approximately ten blocks from the busmess distnct, yet in the West Central neighborhood Two
other commercial buildmgs are near the Broom Factory The Northwest Kmttmg MIlls currently
occupies the nearest commercial buildmg at north 1405 Ash Street It IS a three-story bnck
building, laid m common bond, with a flat roof and a painted band at the cornice It IS stark m
appearance WIth symmetncal fenestration placed withm SIXbays Each bay has a pair of one-
over-one, double-hung sash windows It has a modem loading dock BUIlt in 1910, It IS larger
in size that the Broom Factory but in greater disrepair The Pacific States Telephone and
Telegraph Company had a building erected m 1907 at West 1124 Smto This one-story bnck
buildmg laid m Flemish bond has recessed panels on the facade, which end in a decorative tm
cornice This building IS currently used as a senior citizens home and IS in good condmon

Gustav Meese was born m San FranCISCo, Cahforma, on May 30, 1862 to Hermann and
Mararethea Meese Both Mr and Mrs Meese were natives of Germany and had crossed the
plains as pioneers m 1849 dunng the Cahforrua Gold Rush The had a family of five sons and
one daughter Mrs Meese died in 1862, but Mr Meese continued hvmg in Oakland, Cahforrua,
for many years developing hIS interest m the sugar and wine mdustnes Meese was the only
member of the famIly to leave CalIfornIa for the Northwest Before he left he marned Martha
Suden m 1885 They eventually had three chIldren

After workmg as a bookkeeper m the firm of Meyer Brothers and Company m Oakland, he
left for Portland, Oregon m January of 1885 to accept a bookkeepmg pOSItIOnat L Feldman and
Company The L Feldman and Company conducted a wholesale busmess of woodenware and
brooms He remaIned m Portland until January of 1893 when he came to Spokane and
estabhshed a busmess WIth W H Golder under the name of Meese and Golder on south Post
Street The firm was promoted as "Wholesale dealers and Jobbers m wooden and Willow ware
and manufactures of brooms"
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In 1895 Meese purchased the interest of his partner and operated under the names of "G
Meese and Company," for the wholesale of woodenware, and "Washmgton Broom Factory," for
the production of brooms In 1900, as he expanded the business, he moved into the two-story
wood frame buildmg on Smto and Oak, with a trackage hne 10 front of the new property

On May 29, 1904 the Washmgton Broom Factory burned to the ground The fire also
destroyed the Star Shingle Company's warehouse, a bam, stables, and several out buildmgs In
October of 1904 Meese decided to rebuild his factory on the northwest comer of his lot He
move the remains of the origmal building to another area for storage The new building he
planned was fifty feet by fifty feet and three stones 10 height, With a basement He bought all
new electromc powered machmery from the east coast He planned to use the first floor for
manufactunng, and the basement to store broom com The factory produced up to SIX hundred
full sized brooms and as many whisk brooms a day It was the largest and only complete broom
factory between Mmneapohs and the Pacific coast A large warehouse was mamtamed 10

connection to the factory, and the business employed eighteen men The monthly payroll was
fifteen hundred dollars The goods were sold locally out of the warehouse and shipped from the
factory to a Wide area all over the northwest states The goods were sold as far east as Butte and
Anaconda, Montana, north 10 Bnnsh Columbia, south to the Palouse area of southeastern
Washington, and west to Wenatchee and North Yakima

After Meese's death 10 1934 George McDonald acquired the buildmg and estabhshed
McDonald Seed Company In 1961 the buildmg became the home for Northwest Bean and Pea
Company Some time dunng the many years It was a seed company some mechanisms were
added such as, chutes, pipes, and storage tanks However, the essential features of the ongmal
building and Its Visual associanon With the penod of sigmficance still recall the era of Gustav
Meese and the major commercial venture he introduced to Spokane
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o \h .. Spatks 'peedlJy epi'eed tbe thim•• to. equltre f"Oflf}If6?~It'.~!U'..li.na the ced- drydoelr. and Po.,f... tbe " ....ehaILlO.JI.Dd..lldJolnllll'_.to.ble.. .t~.lt.I_P!J.I!lJ.'.:.:J.ut'8~=~.r'_W'r'_U_'T<i~7tll11Jllt
~ - - . - . . . ,:' .-- ou.t9mers In the .tore and .Ix clerk. 0 The'
,.... . . AUilell: Of ....te.~~~~~..b~•• ~... _ .. ~':Jre_~~~~~~~~re': -:::,rlll::~~t~h"""~~~_~:;IOI'~~_ A~Ul
....-.- .'·~Jii.tlie .wareliou.e were .•tored .ba ...• co•• liln; ..each About IIh t6et· ~hllld ~trerrby »rta~;
. . lri.o ·8.n<'lahlnc1eli. whloh burned eo the tfI~tl In front of blm. One olerk . Ullll a all7 . n;

nerceli tbat by ·tlle time the IIhmen atarted forward to meet the eupposed :/lro':'j',UiteC .r:r
rt Ai· arrived. the bulldln.. waa doomed. cu.tomer •• when three of the m.n ~urbt bamthU..:.
Y. 'l'Wo ·ho..se. In the IJutlot .barn: were drew rln'ofveto,' eacb robber , ht'fllft uc " t :'ned

reiould, and Burt Butler. the owner. two weapon.,. and o..dered th•., .ol.rltl :~qt:~ u I bt
etClted by the dancer to hb croce;,. and eustotnet' to t\l6 rear ot the .tbre. . OII\n._ 0 t
tnd "ropett; on ASh atreilt tell wltb While th. peopl. Were hasten InI' to .. ,!we "" ~anspOr,

." '.. I '. • _ obey the fourth man took all the cub ... Itlo, n.... e&l'r7.an· attabk ,!f heart troub e. .Dr. Iluth from the i'el'late... UI1, .nd then tn, and naval .toru.
.rland attended the olok nUtll. four robber. 'ran out In MadIson I'*lr. w.tar , oond

O•• e.a ......... Ta •• e" I.. et·rUt and .dl.allllea ..ed. '., .blpe. Altocetb.t
'-- ._. _. "..'-. "'- ~":Tlie:-:iitijrti:--lil' jlltbtty~'::below' flii: Ollt-msaI'-'ltIW.::Ad,

'"Tb. .mall wat.r 'maln,' In tbo.t 10· .treet, but 1I'hl1. the rObb.r)'· was In ,
callt)' pr.vented the lltem.n trom prol'.es.. the doC)l's were oPen lind ..... ...... 1.,
tbrowlnc beavy streams at Ill'lt. and It peoplo pasoln.. alonl' Madl.on street AdMiral iJlrIJall'lt
.WIUIoot - until a teneral alarm ...,..ail had a plain .,11110 ot tb. Inl14e bf .tbl It Crvtllta4t. I. Dt
turned' In by Chlet Meye.... and both .tore. " . hI. temarltabl. 0l'I!
IIr•• teame.. ani! tb. entlr. depart. '. '. , .... _ IUued tbla mornIn,
ment-put to Work, that Murrlelentwater THE POP'UtATIOIt' IS BEGGAAAW "•. ofJJltedtbl 101
oould b. cot throuch tb. Ilx IInu 01 ". •. etr4 iIot. f\lt4 lI.t t

,ho.... . . " TWo 1It/4a1l11l1ll~ I~.:481 •• A fHli04U.belontln* to' the Oreat 1'111.... ., J.~ k W". c!ld dqt Ilnow Ilo~.
",orUI.tIt raUl'Ou" etandln. on ,a 1' .LCl6e lit £irmiiil;''--- '~~!:.....\l!!"~~rt.l... .Id'trtell lIei.. the broom taolo ..y. Tdl••
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