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On the exter1or, the f,rsl floor 1S br1ck, and the top floors are
stucco and half-t1mbered. The bU11d1ng also has a carr1age-porch,
leaded glass w1ndows, decorated ch1mneys, and steep gables w1th handsome
bargeboard eaves. The desi.qn 1S basically Ellzabethan an style. Porche, Z
balcon1es, and ra1l1ngs are also spaced frequently around the bU1lding.

Constructed 1n 1887, th,S horne was bU11t and occup1ed by J. J. Browne
and 111s f anu.Ly unt i I 1900, when the house was purchased by Robert C.
Strahorn. The three-story bU11d1ng was then completely remodeled by
archItects K. Cutter and Malgrem lnto a twenty-room manSlon wIth nlne
bathrooms and ten f1replaces.

The remodel1ng cost tens-of-thousands of dollars and reflected arch1tect
K1rtland Kelsey Cutter's penchant for de t.ai.L, The remodeled home
1ncluded such decorat1ve features as: handsome hand-carved beams and
woodwork, damask-covered walls, rare Orlental rugs, mOSdlC floor tIles
from an old paldce 1n Italy, gold furn1ture 1n the draw1ng room, gold
leaf 11ght f1xtureq bear1nq the Strahorn coat-of-arms, oil pa1nt1ngs,
and a bowl1ng alley. Probably a 11ttle later, a French art1st hand
pa1nted murals on several of the ce1l1ngs and walls.

In 1929, the home and coach house were converted into eleven apartments,
but a port1on of the or1g1nal decorat1ons and furn1sh1ngs were retained.
The exterior rema1ned v1rtually the same. Today the bU1ld1ng sits next
to the Eastern Wash1ngton State H1stor1cal Soc1ety's Cheney Cowles
Memor1al Museum (constructed 1960) and the Grace Campbell Memor1al
House, constructed by Cutter 1n 1898 and currently 1n the process of
beIng refurnIshed and restored. Strahorn Plnes, sItuated on the edge
of a plateau overlooklng the Spokane RIver Canyon, 15 now owned by the
Eastern Wash1ngton H1stor1cal Foundat1on Wh1Ch 1S affil1ated with the
nearby Soc1ety.
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ThlS resldence had two owners who flgured prominently ln early Spokane
hi s to ry .

The orlglnal owner was J. J. Browne after whom "Browne's addltion" on
the west slde of Spokane was named. Browne came to the reglon 10 1878
when Indlans stl11 roamed nearby, and the small settlement of Spokane
Falls was Just beglnnlng to experlence a bUl1ding boom. Browne flrst
acqulred 160 acres of land, and soon lncreased hlS holdlngs to 2,200
acres. By the 1880's, Browne was President of the Browne Natl0nal
Bank and was involved wlth most the development proJects ln the incred-
ibly fast growlng Clty. When the elegantly furnlshed Browne horne was
completed ln 1887, lt became the site of elaborate soclal gatherlngs
attended by the Clty'S wealthlest citlzens, who were often transplanted
Easterners who had become rlch ln the mlnlng and transportation lndus-
tr~es.

The second owners were Mr. and Mrs. Robert Strahorn, who purchased the
house ln 1900 and had it entlrely remodeled. Earller, Robert Strahorn
had been a wrlter cover1ng the S~oux Wars 1n the Powder R1ver country.
Eventually, Jay Gould hlred Strahorn to publicize the potentlalltles of
the railroads, and to promote settlement of the West. Strahorn's job
was also expanded to lnclude research lnto the possibillties for advan-
tageous placement of rallroad extensions and short lines. When offered
the Job, Strahorn had just married a young woman who had prevl0usly
lived in a reflned and settled soclety; but nevertheless, she traveled
wlth her husband by horseback and stagecoach throughout the yet untamed
West. Mrs. Strahorn chronlcled her travels between the Mlssouri River
and the Paclflc Ocean ln a volume entltled, Fifteen Thousand Ml1es by
Stage.

Strahorn was a key flgure ln railroad development ln Spokane and the
Inland Empire, an area lncludlnq much of Eastern Washlngton, Southern
Brltlsh Columbia, Northern Idaho, and Western Montana. Strahorn's
most unusual achlevement was the bUl1dlng of the North Coast Ral1way,
WhlCh connected Spokane wlth Portland and the coast. No one knew where
Strahorn was getting the flnances to bUl1d the line, yet strahorn would
pay for the construction work costlng ml11lons with personal checks.
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When the North Coast L1ne was completed 1n 1914, Strahorn's backer was
revealed as the Oregon Ra11way Nav1gat10n Company wh1ch 1n turn was con-
nected to the Un10n Pac1f1c. Thus, Strahorn had 1n effect included Spokane
1n the powerful Un10n Pac1f1c web. Later, Strahorn skillfully brought the
Canad1an Pac1f1c1 the Ch1cago, M11waukee, and St. Paul; and Un10n Pacific
1nto a j01nt term1nal at Spokane's spec1ally constructed Union Station,
a project cost1ng $7,000,000.

Spokane's famed arch1tect Kirtland Kelsey Cutter and another arch1tect
named Malgrem remodeled the home ent1rely in 1900 after Strahorn purchased
it. Cutter had studied architecture in New York and Europe before arriving
in Spokane in 1886. At first, Cutter worked as a clerk in a relative's
bank while carry1ng on a small architectural practice. By 1889, Cutter
had quit the bank and was working full t1me to rebuild Spokane's bus1ness
sect10n Wh1Ch had been destroyed by a d1sastrous f1re. By the turn-of-the
century, Cutter had des1gned numerous bus1ness establ1shments, lav1sh
mans~ons, the Spokane County Courthouse, and the Gonzaga Un1versity Admin1s
trat10n Bu~lding. Cutter was not only prol1f1c, but also versat~le; the
Spokane County Courthouse, for example, was done 1n the elaborate French
Renaissance style whereas a number of the mansions, such as Strahorn P1nes,
were done ~n the popular half-t1mbered El~zabethian style. Cutter even-
tually moved h~s practice to Southern Cal1forn1a. Other examples of out-
stand1ng Cutter creat10ns were the Rain1er Club in Seattle and the Idaho
State BU11d1ng at the Chicago World's Fa1r. Cutter-des~gned mansions were
extremely popular as homes for Spokane's well-to-do, particularly the
m~n~ng magnates. The tremendous amount of wealth pour1ng 1nto Spokane
1n the late N1neteenth Century created a lav1sh and colorful society in a
per10d Slnce known as Spokane's "Age of Elegance". Cutter1s manSlons such
as Strahorn Plnes were a key element ln the "Age of Elegance", and remaln
today as a un1que feature or trademark of the C1ty of Spokane.
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Bean, Margaret. Age of Elegance. Spokane: Eastern Wash1ngton State
H1stor1cal Soc1ety, 1968.

Fuller, George W. A H1stOry of the Pac1f1c Northwest. New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1941, pp. 322-3.

Spokesman ReV1ew (Spokane, Wash1ngton) March 31, 1940; February 3,
1957; and January 23, 1958.
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