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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Completed ~n 1891, the Rev~ew Bu~ld~ng ~s a s~x story br~ck and
terra cotta bear~ng wall structure measur~ng 68 by 137 feet. It
15 located 10 Spokane's central buslness distrlct on a corner
lot where the ~ntersect~on of R~vers~de and Monroe streets form
a fa~rly acute angle, due to the gentle curvature of ~vers~de
Avenue where ~t deviates from the rectangle platt~ng for one
block. The b~ld~ng r~ses d~rectly from the s~dewalk to ~ts full
he~gth, confo~ng to the concave frontage along ~ts narrower
~vers~de facade. The smaller adJoining bu~ld~ng continues down
the block w~th a s~milar curvature.

The Rev~ew Build~ng ~s an eclet~c Rornanesquedes~gn w~th arcaded
facades and such features as a corner tower reportedly ~ntended
to resemble a ~naret. Th~s tower seems to r~se from the ground
at the ~ntersection of the two streets as suggested by the rounded
corner of the buaLda.nqat this point. Above the upper storaes the
tower cont~nues w~th the same rad~us of curvature although part~ally
engaged to a shorter rectangular tower that serves as a buttress
behi.ndit.

The follow~ng ~s part of a much longer description that appeared
in the Spokane Morn~ng Rev~ew upon ded~cat~on of the b~ld~ng
October 25, 1891:

"In style of archateccure the Review BuaLda.nqas of
French Renalssance, and as vlewed from a posltl0n
show~ng both of its frontages ~t is truely an adm~rably
proport~oned structure. Its mass~ve p~les of gran~te
and br~ght red pressed br~ck, constructed ~nto ranges of
prostyles arched w~th obs~dian br~ck, and the belt courses
of ornamental terra cotta extend~ng around the walls,
add to ~ts appearance a strik~ng and attractive effect.
In he~ght ~t ~s very maJestic and ~mposing although from
a v~ew of s~mply the ~vers~de Avenue frontage it may seem
somewhat slender, yet this effect ~s counterbalanced
by the mass~ve columns along the f~rst story, the enormous
arched w~ndows on the second story and the corn~ce
belt along the top of the f~fth story, together w~th the
roof corn~ce and other tri~ngs. The f~rst story of
the ~vers~de Avenue frontage cons~sts of four octagon
and two se~-octagon columns of obs~d~an br~ck. Each
~s fourteen and a half feet in he~ght. They are supported
by large pol~shed octagon blocks of gran~te, and at the
top each ~s ornamented w~th a terra cotta corn~ce cap.
The spaces are taken up respect~vely by the display
w~ndow of the store at the east end of the bu~ld~ng,
the gran~te steps of the corner entrance, the w~ndow of
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The ReV1ew BU1ld1ng (1)

the bus1ness off1ce of the ReVlew and the sem1-c1rcular
granlte steps leadlng to the beautlful vest1bule of
the same. These columns support thlS frontage of the
maln bU1ldlng and tower. At the pOlnt where the wall
rests upon them there lS an elaborately carved cornlce
buaLt of terra cotta wi, th the words II The Rev.i.ew" over
the carved entrance to the buslness offlce, and also
over the corri dor entrance. The flrst story of the
V-onroe Street frontage lS notable for ltS plalnness,
lt compr1slng slmply seven columns each four feet square
and a narrow wall contalnlng two arched wlndows at the
t.owez po rtn.on of the structure. The spans are occupa ed
by the three enormous windows of the buslness offlce,
the entrance to the corrldor on thlS frontage by way of
granlte steps and the dlsplay w1ndows of the two stores
at the southern extremlty of the bua Ldznq , together wlth
the entrance to the same. Over the corrldor entrance
of thlS frontage lS also a belt of terra cotta on
WhlCh are carved the words liThe Revl.ew" and terra cotta
moldlngs constltute the sllls of the wlndows. There
are two entrances leadlng to the areas along the slde
walk of thlS frontage, and for protect1on to pedestrlans,
aron raillngs extend around each one, wha Le at the
basement wlndows llght grates have been embedded ln the
sldewalks. The second story throughout both frontages
lS decldely character1stlc and probably the most beautlful
feature of the exter1or. It lS formed by the continuance
of the columns from the flrst story Whlch termlnates at
thlS polnt by a chaln of seven maSSlve arches on the Monroe
Street frontage, and three on the Rlvers1de Avenue frontage.
These arches are eleven and a half feet ln dlameter,
the entlre span of each belng taken up by the windows of
the rooms on thlS floor of the lnterlor. They are con-
structed of obsldlan brlck, trlmmed wlth a terra cotta
label mold, and extend contlnuously along both frontages
to the tower portlon of the bUlldlng. The spring of
the arches lS unlted by carved keys of terra cotta,
whlle the spandrels termlnate wlth a terra cotta belt
course extendlng around both frontages and from here
commence the followlng three stor1es. It lS quite notlce-
able that there lS no treatment at the curve with any
arched work untll the top of the flfth story lS reached,
thlS work being omltted ln order to lnsure to thlS part
of the bU1ldlng unquestloned strength for Supportlng the
maSSl.ve tower.
The thlrd, fourth and flfth storles conslst of a serles
of columns extendlng around both frontages. These
columns are square and the same l.n deslgn as those on the
Monroe Street frontage of the flrst and second storles.
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exceptlng they are smaller In dlmensl0n, and lnstead of
tbe spans belng of the same wldth each lS sub-dlvlded by
the addltlon of another column, appearlng as 1f to rest
upon the crown of the large arches 1n the second story.
At the top of the hfth story the columns are connected
by a chaln of arches extendlng contlnuously throughout
both frontages. They are all constructed of obsldlan brlck,
and In des1gn are slmllar to the arches below, W1th the
exceptlon of belng smaller In dlameter. The spandrels
are of fancy red bza ck of the same pattern as those of
the second story, and termlnate W1th a cornlce belt of
terra cotta, from where beglns the s i xth story. The
heads of the window open1ngs between the columns are of
handsomely carved terra cotta frlezes, wh1le the sills
are of terra cotta mold1ngs.

The Slxth story lS rather str1klng and attractlve, in
as much as the style var1es somewhat from the remalnder
of the exterlor, although the column system agaln pre-
dOmlnates among both frontages, but noticeably vOld of
any arches. The columns are also square and more In
number than on any of the other stor.res, owanq to the
space belng doubly subd1Vlded. They extend through
the errtare he i qht; of the story and support the ma i n
corn1ce of the buildlng. Th1S corn1ce 1S four feet In
depth, constructed of terra cotta moldlng w1th brackets
made of obs i.daan br-ick , and extends around the whole of
the exterlor, termlnat1ng agalnst the bay plnacle at
the corner of the buildlng on Rlverside Avenue. Thls
plnacle rests upon a handsomely carved terra cotta
bracket, and 1S ornamented at the top by a fancy copper
flnlal. The Monroe street frontage lS further beautl-
fled by three dormer w1ndows that furnlsh light to
the attlc, and also afford to the slated pltched roof,
together wlth 1tS copper furnishings, an attractlve
decoratlon. The body of these wlndows is constructed
of red pressed brlck W1th obs1dlan brlck and terra cotta
trlmmlng, wh1le the roof of each is adorned by copper
cornlces and flnials. The clrcular tower commences
wlth L~e slxth story and lS very graceful ln appearance.
Its walls from the base to the top of the the th1rd story
Sllghtly taper, 1n order to insure the safety of the
upper two storn.es Wh1Ch are pe rpenda.cul.ar, Around each
story 1S a belt of obs1d1an br1Ck wh1le the wlndow
openlngs are decorated w1th terra cotta friezes and
moldlngs. In both the round and square portions of the
tower the column system agaln preva1ls, and at the top
of the last story of each the columns also termlnate wlth
arches of obsld1an brlck and spandrels of red br1ck. In
the round portlon, llke that of the square, the spandrels
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are surmounted by a heavy terra cotta cornlce, and
froQ here the cono~dal slate roof w~th ~ts copper
f~n~al and weathervane r~ses to a he~ght of th~rty-
three feet.

The f~rst floor ~s devoted to the handsome bus~ness
office of the Spokane Review, the ma~n quarters of
the bu~ldlng, one store on R~vers~de Avenue and
two storerooms an the rear of the buzLda.nqon Monroe
Street. The bus~ness off~ce occup~es the tower
room of th~s floor, ~nclud~ng the space between
the corr~dors and both frontages of the buildlng.
The corri doxs are very handsome and one of the
attract~ve features of the ~nterior. They extend
from both streets to the center of the build~ng
rneet1.ng at a p01.nt about midway of the l.nter1.or,
where the elevator and the ma~n sta~rway are located.
Each corr~dor has a vest~bule wh~ch ~s ga~ned from
the si.deweLk by way of fi.veqram.tiesteps. The
vest~bule on Rivers~de Avenue ~s about seven by
eleven feet ~n dlmension wh~le that on Monroe street
is about seven by f~ve feet ~n d~mens~on. The
floors of both are of block marble wh~le the walls
are float f~n~shed ~n a gray t~nt and ornamented
at the lower port~on by a panneled cherry-wood
wa~nscott~ng four feet in he~ght. The ce~lings
are the same as the walls ~n f~n~sh and suspendlng
from the center of each ~s a very handsome chandel~er
possess~ng both gas and electr~c l~ght attachments.
The ~nter~or of the corr~dors ~s ga~ned from
the vest~bule by way of mass~ve cherry-wood doors,
swanqariqon double hanqes , The lower part of the
doors ~s of a panel des~gn, above wh~ch ~s a s~ngle
pane of fancy etched glass. The ~nterior of the
corrldors 15 lmpresslvely commodlous, being eleven
feet ~n w~dth and th~rteen feet ~n he~ght. The
floors are la~d w~th encaust~c til~ng arranged in
a basket pattern. The body, represent~ng w~cker
work, ~s of a l~ght gray color decorated w~th salmon
colored square dots, and the border cons~sting of
buff, l~ght gray, chocolate, and salmon colors ~s
la~d ~n a des~gn to ~nd~cate molded work. The charac-
ter~st~c feature of th~s t~l~ng ~s the notable scarc~ty
of very br~ght colors usually found ~n such work. The
flgure 15 also of an uncommon nature, and very
beaut~ful and effect~ve over such a broad expans~ve
f Loo r.i.nq ,

But one of the most admirable features of these
corr~dors ~s the effulgence der~ved from a l~ght well,
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whlch commences from the second floor and extends to the
attlc of the bUlldlng. ThlS llght well lS eleven feet
wlde and seventeen feet long. From ltS unlque and
beautlful celilng It lS partlcularly strlklng and novellstlc.
Tnls celilng, or canopy as It ffilghtproperly be called, lS
located In the att1c, and of sufflClent Slze to cover
the whole of the llght well. It lS constructed entlrely
of art glass of the softest and ~ost dellcate tlnts
blended In the most charrnlng manner. Looklng upward at
thls canopy from the second floor It Sllghtly resembles
a maSSlve kaleldescope. The llght, reachlng It from
the sky llght In the roof, lS mlngled lnto myrlads of
rays of many colors, all of whlch are soft and dellghtful
to the eye. Balustrades about four feet In helght, of
a pattern correspondlng wlth the stalrway, extend around
the floor openlngs of the corrldors through the llght
well, In accordance wlth the artlstlc arrangement of thlS
feature of the lnterlor, nelther expense nor effort has
been spared to attach to each offlce and corrlder on the
several floors as many lnnovatlons as decoratlve sklll
would perrnlt in a bUlldlng of thlS klnd. At the rear of
the lnterlor lS also another llght well twelve feet in
length and SlX feet In wldth, extendlng throughout the
floors from the second to the seventh. It not only
supplles the rear part of the bUlldlng wlth light but
also serves as a ventl1atlng medlum, as 15 thus of
speclal advantage to the tOllet rooms, located one over
the other on several floors at thls locallty. Speclal
attentlon has been given to the flttlng up of the flxtures
of these rooms In order that they may be perfect from a
sanltary standpolnt. The plurnblng has been done In a most
substantlal manner, and all the plpes exposed to Vlew are
nlckel plated. The tops of the lavatorles and urlnals
are of marble, while the trlmrnlngs are of red and cherry-
wood.

The lnterlor of the square portlon of the tower lS partly
occupa ed by the stairway, the steps and ri.sers of which are
constructed of Washlngton flr, whlle the newels, balusters
and ralls are of red oak ornamented by fancy moIdanqs , Every
floor of the tower lS devoted to a slngle room, therefore
glvlng to each a great comrnodlousness both In dlmenslon and
helght. These rooms are flnlshed In the same manner as
the offlces of the bUlldlng, but possess the speclal
advantage of overlooklng the Clty and ltS enVlrons for
nules In all direct i ons ,"

Both maJor facades begin at the sldewalk Wlth a two story arcade Wlth
wlndows In recessed panels. Above thlS 15 a small contlnUQU5 sub-
cornlce from whlch rlses a three story arcade Wlth half the lnterval of
the lower one. There are alternately maJor and ffilnorplers with the
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larger of these placed dlrectly over the plers of the arcade below and
the smaller set centered above the arches. ThlS arcade lS also completed
overhead wl~h a contlnuous sub-cornlce upon WhlCh rests the square
wlndow openlngs for the top floor. These are In groups of three with
plers In between that are effectlvely contlnuatlons of the larger plers
that rest ultlmately on the ground. Thus It appears that the Maln cor-
nlce and roof loads are carrled dlrectly to the foundatlon, and between
the plers (whlch are In fact vertlcally contlnuous except for decoratlve
brlck work) there lS one wlndow at the lower floors, two on the lnter-
medlate floors and three on the top floor. Two pllasters on the Monroe
Street facade under the tower are much wlder, ostenslbly to provlde
extra support for the additlonal storles.

The lavlsh lnterlor on the ground floor has been preserved wlth very
llttle alteratlon so that It remalns baslcally unchanged from lts
orlglnal condltlon. However, the llght wells have been brldged and
the upper floors have been extenslvely rearranged to accomodate
modernlzed equlpment and the needs of an expandlng newspaper. With
the exceptlon of relocatlng an entrance and addlng a loadlng dock on
the Monroe Street slde, the exterlor 15 unaltered.
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Pr~or to the development of electron~c med~a, newspapers were the
only regular source of current ~nformat~on ava~lable to the publ~c
other than word of mouth. Newspapers performed an essent~al social
bus~ness and governmental COMmun1cat10ns service, so that the ed1tors
and publ~shers of a successful paper became powerful and influent~al
c1t1zens. As a consequence, the compet1t10n of rival newspapers
vy~ng for the same readersh~p frequently resulted in spectacular
and somet~mes expensive efforts at catch~ng and hol~ng publ~c
~nterest. The Rev~ew Bu~l~ng ~s essent~ally the successful result
of one such attempt.

In 1883 when Frank Dallam came to Spokane from Cal~forn~a, the c~ty
was a small, crude, p~oneer trad~ng post w~th a populat~on of 1,500.
There was one newspaper already ~n c~rculat~on, a weekly paper called
the Chronicle, wh~ch had been founded on June 29, 1881. Dallam tried
to buy the paper but wachout;success. He had qaven up all hope of
start~ng a paper when he was approached by a group of c~t~zens
~nterested ~n publish~ng a Republican newspaper ~n oppos~t~on to the
Democrat~c Chronicle. Dallam started the weekly Rev~ew on
May 19, 1883 ~n nearby Cheney, as Spokane had no pr~nt~ng press that
he could use. After a few ~ssues, h~s own equ~pment arr~ved and
he located h~s offlce ~n an old schoolhouse. The extreme ~solat~on
of Spokane, situated among mountain ranges, as well as bad roads and
paper shortages made publ~shlng a weekly paper an extremely ~ff~cult
challenge. Dallam d~d the work of several men ~nclud~ng all the
gather~ng, wr~t~ng and pr~ntlng of the news. The hard work pa~d
off and h~s paper's popular~ty soon exceeded that of the Chronicle.

In the fall of 1883, Andrew Pr~tchard, the f~rst man to discover
gold ~n the Couer d'Alene reg~on, arr~ved at Dallam's off~ce
carry~ng h~s samples. Dallam, conv~nced of the~r authent~c~ty,
placed a story about Pr~tchard's dlscovery ~n the next ~ssue.
Th~s ~ssue sold qu~ckly throughout the west and as far east as
St. Paul. As a result of the d~scovery there was a populat~on
boom ~n Spokane, and ~n June 1884, Dallam, tak~ng advantage of the
sltuat~on, changed h~s weekly paper ~nto an even~ng da~ly and moved
from the schoolhouse into an office on the second floor of the U~on
BuaLdi nq, i

I
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Another outcome of Spokane's rap~d growth was an attempt by a few
lndlvlduals to establlsh another newspaper ln the Clty. Dall~,
ln an attempt to counter hlS competltlon, spent $5,000 ln 1886 to
buy an Assoclated Press franchlse. However, to help pay for the
franchlse he found lt necessary to take on two partners, H. T. Brown
and H. W. Greenburg. Dallarn, due to some rnlsunderstandlng wlth the
new partners, sold hlS lnterest ~n 1887. In Aprll 1888, Brown and
Greenburg sold out to four men who were staff members of the
Portland Oregonlan. The Revlew·s new owners, In an attempt to
bUl1d up the newspaper, purchased a lot for $21,000 at the corner
of Monroe Street and Rlverslde Avenue for a new offlce bUlldlng.
Later that year, Harry T. Brown returned to Spokane Wlth two men
from Chlcago to start a paper wlth Spokane resldents as its owners,
ln 0pposltlon to the Portland owner Revlew. On March 9, 1890, the
first lssue of the Spokesman was publlshed. It dlffered from the
Revlew ln that lt contalned special columns such as fashlon news,
gOSSlp, 11terary reVlews, and other new features and noveltles.

In 1891, the owners of the ReVlew were puttlng the flnlshlng touches
on thelr new offlce bUlldlng, whlle the Spokesman was ln deep flnanclal
trouble. As the Spokesman suffered the Rev i ew bua Ld.rnq opened Wl th
a tremendous fanfare. Over 8,000 people vlslted the new bUlldlng
openlng day, and as they toured the magnlflcent edlflce they were
treated to llve mUS1C and delicl0uS refreshments. That evenlng the
Revlew publlshed a speclal edltlon In which they descrlbed thelr
new quarters ln great detal1 and congratulated themselves for
achlevlng superl0rlty over all other newspapers ln the Inland
Emplre. "On all sa.des were heard the heartfelt washes for the Revlew' s
contlnual success, and all were generous In thelr expresslon of prlde
that Spokane boasted a newspaper so typlCal ln every respect of the
caty wh i ch 1t serves." The paper may have been only typlcal, but
the new bua Ldanq was the most pronu nent; structure a.nthe city. A
Vlew from ltS tall tower provlded an unobstructed panorama of the
area. Throughout the great bUlldlng perlod ln Spokane following the
flre of 1889, the Revlew BU11dllng malntalned ltS status as the ~st
lmpresslve and lrnposlng bUlldlng ln the Clty.

The feud that developed between the two dallles grew so heated that
there wasn't an lssue of elther paper that dldn't attack the other.
Flnally the expense of competltlon became so costly that if either
were to surVlve, lt would be necessary for them to merge. In thlS
way the new Spokane Mornlng ReVlew was founded under the management
of Harvey Scott, H. L. pittock, W. H. Cowles and Anthony Cannon.
The paper was beglnning to show a proflt when, in the summer of 1893,
a count ry-wi.de paru,c closed hundreds of the natn.cn's banks. The
panlc had a drastlc effect on the paper and lt waS at thlS t1ffiethat
W. H. Cowles, part owner of the Spokane Mornlng Revlew, left hlS
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Ch~cago off~ce and cawe to Spokane ~n an attempt to salvage the
newspaper from the f~nanc~al debr~s left by the pan1c. He qu~ckly
acqu1red all the stock unt11 he had 100% control of the paper and
created a newspaper called the Spokesman Rev~ew, wh~ch 1n rea11ty
was the Spokane Mornlng ReV18W wlth a new edltor and a new nawE.

Cowles from the very f~rst gu1ded and controlled every phase of the
paper's ed1tor1al serv~ce. he shaped ed~tor~al po11cy and clearly
commun1cated to 1tS staff h1s Journa11st~c standards. For f~fty
years Cowles was "at the helm" of the Spokesman Revlew, and under
h~s leadersh~p the paper ach~eved great success. Cowles not only
1nfluenced the c~t~zens of Spokane, h~s adv~ce was also So11c1ted
by Theodore Roosevelt, Herbert Hoover, and W1111am Howard Taft.
Theodore Roosevelt met w1th h1m per10d1cally and wrote 20 letters
to Cowles 1n the per10d from 1908-1918.

Cowles character ~s best exemp11f1ed by h1S long 11st of accom-
p11shments. He was d1rector of the Assoc1ated Press for th1rty-
three years, a member of the Spokane Chamber of Commerce (wh1ch
he created along w1th six other men on July 14, 1889), reg10nal
dlrector of the Boy Scouts, and, ~n 1949, he was selected as one of
the s~xty-f1ve men a.n the "Eda ticzs of Amez i.ca Shr1ne" by the Press
Club of San Franc1sco. He also donated a camp to the Boy Scouts
as well as a l~brary to Wh~tman College 1n memory of h~s w1fe.
Herbert Hoover sa1d of Cowles on August 25, 1948:

"Mr. Cowles was my loyal f ri.end over many years. We
had many opportunit1es to d1SCUSS nat~onal problems.
H~s 1ntense patr10t~sm, h1S keen 1ns~ght and good
Judgement were most helpful ~n publ~c matters. He
never asked me for a personal serVlce nor a POl1tl-
cal appo1ntment of anybody and refused to be used
by persons seeking such th1ngS. H~s pass1ng was a
great loss not only to Wash1ngton, but to the whole
country. II

The Spokesman ReV1ew has presently the largest c1rculat10n of any
newspaper 1n Spokane and 1t 1S st~ll publ~shed from the ReV1ew
BU11dlng, wh1ch der1ves 1tS s1gn1ficance in part from a continu1ng
contr1but10n to the image and success of th~s newspaper. The
bU11d1ng 1tself is a dramat1c and well executed showp1ece W1th a
generos1ty and style that make 1t an ~mportant arch1tectural asset.
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S.E. Corner of Riverside Avenue and Monroe Street
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Spokane
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t- STATE:

v>

v> OESC"RIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View to the southeast, Riverside Avenue and Monroe Street
.facades (left to right).
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