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TITLE OF SURVEY: g
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{7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION (Check One)
Excellent [} Good {1] Foir [ Deteriorated [ Ruins (O Unexposed [7]
(Check One) (Check One)
INTEGRITY Altered [ Unaltered [X Moved [ Original Site [}

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The rock paintings were found by fur traders and are be-~
lieved to be about 200 years old. Paintings are thought

to be by early Spokanes. Paintings are made of pulverized
red rock smeared on with fish or animal oil. The oil per-
mitted the iron oxide stain to permeate rock pores deep
into the subsurface, making the paintings permanent.
Meanings are obscure, but thought to be hunting records,
notes on inter-tribal meetings, or expressions of religious
experiences.
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UESCRIBE THE -F;RES_E;JT:b;D‘O‘R_IG_.IIJ_A-:_("-I_-'-(—n(;W-r_I)_F‘HYSICAL ARPPEARANCE

It is a quiet area, Tall oldpines enclose the large immovable granite
rock with shade, and silence, The Little Spokane River 100 feet south of
the shelter is not heard unless li stened for, T.ow green bushes cover parts
of the ground; moss covers part of the rock,

The paintings--there are 2 groups, said to be founde® by fur traders--
are behind a tall fence which does its best to blend its iron greenness with
all the other natural greens. Under an overhang, back from the granite
face, on the open heart of the rock are the paintings. They cover an area
of 8’ by 6 on a rock measuring 20’ by 25°.° The pictographs face south.
One group is painted near the outer edge of this sheltered area, the red
paint is worn and faded, and most of the figures are indistinguishable, The
other group, on the 4’ by 2 and 1/2’ smooth center back part of this opening
is in good condition. The 10 figures are clear; the red paint is dark and
well-preserved,

The paintings are thought to be by early Spokane Indians, and believed
to be about 200 years old. The problem with'dating pictographs is that it
is mostly all guesswork, there are few ‘key’ objects that can be reliably
dated, One is the horse, and possibly another is the cross--found here on
the center group. The other figures painted here, with what we know now,
are not possible to date.

The area th e pictographs are located in was given to the State Park
Commission by Professor and Mrs, H.M, Iiart, Jr. From a small parking
lot, a short path leads into this quiet area of the rock paintings.
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:;"' SIGNIFICANCE 1

PURICGC (Check Unm or Mora 9y Appropriata)

._i Pre-Coiumbian’ (2] 16tk Century C_\i 18th Century L1 201k Century
[‘ ] 15:h C‘m'ury [“l 17th Cenrury w 19th (’."‘n’ury
SEECIIC OATEIS) (Il Applicabla and Kmawn) T e e B
e = —— e
ARFAS CGF SIGNIFICANCE (Chack One or Mare as Appruln.‘nle)
Aberlginal N Edycation | ] Political [ 1 Urban Planning
[:\I Prahistoric [ ] Enginnaring N Religion Phj. [ ] Other (Spedlty)
[T Histeric | | Industry losophy . -
[_] Agriculture [ ] Inventian | | Science
] _—
{ | Architacture {1 Landscape {1 Sculpryre
I Art Architecture '] Sorral/Human
. . e ————
] Commerce L] Literature itorian
.I (7} Communications 7 Malitary lheater
[0 Conservation 7] Music ['1 Transpartation
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Signiticance ? It is hard to tell, The value of it may reach no further
than the boundaries of this nomination, But, then again, I am sure it can
| touch us all. Why the dilemma? The answer: How important is the work
of probably one man in probably one day? How important is what T write
On paper--or paint on a rock ? And how much must be interpretative be-
fore something becomes worth while to save?

These paintings show a cross. The amount of fadihg is similar to the
other figures. Were these paintings drawn in the early 1800’ s when
several Catholic missions were located within 60 miles of this area? Or
is it a directional sign? or the crossing of trails® The 2 forms on the
right side of the rock are believed to be water devils., It is a warning to
others passing that way of the bad spirits nearby, and the danger in
fishing, But then again are they simply water insects? The arch near thg
rock’ s top--is it a symbol of a sunburst, or a headdress, or unfinished
basketry? The other forms--perhaps a man, a quadreped, and 4 circles.

INSTRUCTIONS

It is really quite a mystery--the mystery here of one mar.1, and what
he left bel:ind, Perhaps future work in the study of pictographs and petro-
glyphs will, with the help of this man and his painted rocks, tell us what
he was saving, and maybe what he believed. That would be quite exciting.
But if we never can find that--so be it. T.et us still keep the mystery.

SEE

Significance ? Perhaps it should be s a id in another way, .There are
fewer and fewer pictographs left in this area and in Washington, The re-
servoirs of the many dams have inundated a good proportion of them near
the original water shore line--where most of the paintings are found.
I®re on the face of the granite block recessed under this rock shelter the
paintings are in good condition, and, I think very important, accessible
to visitors. To knowof pictographs in an area and to be able to easily
visit and see them are quite different things. And with"addition of the
latter in this case, perhaps an understanding- - ‘feeling’ may be a better
word--of their uniqueness (the art, the symbolism, the pictures of ano-
ther time and a way of life) may add to their being visited, and not de-
stroyed, here and elsewhere., This small example of Indian painting may
be an education for us all, at least for those who are willing to walk’a cou-
ple hundred feet down a well-worn path to see them.

I'hese pictographs may tell s a3 good deal, or we may iry to take too
much from them--but they are here, in a nearby spot, a place to try and

understand the importance of saving even a little mystery--however unin-
tentional,
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|§. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbion [ 16th Century [ 18th Century 2th Century ]
15th Century (] 17th Century [] 19th Century [

SPECIFIC DATEI!S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal Education O Political a Urban Planning O
Prehistoric 2] Engineering O Religion/Phi- Other (Specity) O
Historic O Industry (] losophy s

Agriculture O Invention O Science O

Art C Landscape Sculpture (|

Commerce O Architecture [] Sacial/Human-

Communications [ Literature O itarian L

Conservation (] Military (] Theater O

Music 0O Transportation (]

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)
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The rock paintings are good examples of Indian gégzoqtyphs
and are older than the coming of the white man in this
area.




9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ™
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° ’ " ° ' " 47 ° 47 0 * |117° 29+ 50 -
NE -] L] - -] L] L]
SE -] " - (-] ] ]
SW Q (] - © 1] [ )
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
1}, FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

William H. Trogdon

ORGANIZATION DATE
Eastern Washington Historical Society Mar. 10, 197
STREET AND NUMBER:
West 2316 First Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CQODE
Spokane 99201 Washington S| &

12.

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

o State [ Local

The recommended

O

National

Name

Charles H. Odegaard

Title Director

Washington State Parks and
Recreation Commission

Date

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Date

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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7. 2CR'4 PREPARED 3Y
LaE AMT TET TLE:
\ Thomas k. Herbecx,, Historical Preserva ation %pecxah t I

P
|ORuANlZATION DATE

i TWashingion Archaeological Research Center July, 30, 1973

i
'sTNZET AND NUMBER:

| T.aboratory of Anthropology 101

STATE COCE

P = . 1
| Puilmszn Washington Ho
P12 57ATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER YERIFICATION

As the dasigznated State Li'ai;:on Officer for the Na-
. : 3] i at thi y s i in ti
tional Hlistioric Preservation Act of 196A (Public Law U hereby certify that this property s included in the

39.A65), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion Notional Register

in the Nnatlonal Register and certify that it has been

evatuated according to the c-iterta and procedures set

farth by the National Park Service. The recommended
Pirector, Oflice of Archeology and Hiatoric Preservation
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