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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Californla Ranch, WhlCh served as a way statlon for early travelers and
settlers, lS located about a mlle east of Mlca, WA, and about 16 miles south-
east of Spokane. The area lS one of rolllng hllls, some covered wlth tlmber,
others open farmland.

The way station was located a few hundred feet north of Callfornla Creek
The orlglnal house was a log cabin wlth a stone Wlne cellar located on top of
the hlll where the present house now stands. It was destroyed several years
ago by flre. Several log outbUlldlngs were located east of the barn These
were gone by the 1920s

The only remalnlng structures of the way station are the granary and the
barn that housed the teams of horses used by the many travelers who stopped at
the ranch overnlght. The exact dates that the bUlldings were constructed are
unknown though the constructlon technlques, deslgn and materlals show the barn
to be of the early perlod of settlement.

The barn lS bUllt agalnst a sloplng hlllslde WhlCh allows entry to ltS three
dlfferent levels from the outslde The maln plan of the bUllding 1S rectangular
The central enclosed volume lS about 50 x 90 feet and conslsts of two levels.
The upper level, used for hay storage, lS even wlth the north slope of the hlll
maklng lt posslble to drive a wagon lnto the barn through the large, centrally
located,double doors. The lower level lS a full, dayl iqht basement used to
house the stock.

A one-story lean-to extends the entlre length of the south slde of the barn
and lS set about 3 feet lower 'than the top section but 1 feet higher than the
basement, glvlng the barn a spllt-level effect. Another lean-to extends across
the back of the barn on the ma m floor level. A small, two-story addrt ion is
located ln the rear

The roof, a slmple gable, lS typlcal of early barns ln the Northwest. Roof
extenslons over the lean-tos give the barn an interesting and unique roof llne
A small gable cupola lS centrally located along the rldge llne of the roof
Gabled dormers extend out, one on each slde of the long, sloplng roof. The
dormer on the north slde forms part of the huge double doors that lead lnto the
central portlon of the barn. A long ventllatlon shaft extends down the outslde
wall from the rldgellne lnto the basement.

~
"v

Small wlndows appear only ln the dormers, along the southern lean-to, and
lnto the basement on the north slde. Most are not glazed The foundatlon lS
made of local rock and extends around three sldes of the bUlldlng No mortar
was used even though the rock walls measure as hlgh as 6 feet ln places

The lower level lS entered by a large doorway ln back of the barn. ThlS
area lS stlll used for stock. A sprlng surfaces through the dirt floor and
the orlglnal well wlth a hand pump 1S 1n place.
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The walls of th1S sectlon are formed by the rock foundat1on on three s1des
Huge logs and hewn t1mbers about 18 1nches 1n d1ameter and about 7 or 8 feet
hi qh stand on end to support the floor of the upper level. The J01StS 'are also
hand-hewn

The or1g1nal floorlng ln the basement was made of wooden blocks aboaut 6
to 8 lnches thlCk and stood on end. ~and was poured between the blocks. The
walls were l1ned w1th horse stalls, manger, and hay chutes from the upper level.
The floor1ng, stalls and mangers have Slnce been removed. The mangers and
floor1ng are st1ll 1n place 1n the southern lean-to

Wooden steps lead up to the central portlon of the barn WhlCh 1S used to
store hay. Th1S sect10n 1S open to the r1dge l1ne about 30 feet h1gh. Twelve
upnghts are set about 13 feet apart to form the ma in structural system

BU1lt before stud, or balloon, cons truct ion was pract tce l , the Celt for-m a
barn used the braced frame constructlon typ1cal of early front1er barns ln the
Pac1f1c Northwest The tlmbers are prlmarlly 8 x 8 1nches and are all hand-hewn
The frame cons1sts of corner posts and vert1cal supports braced by horlzontal
t1mbers WhlCh form r1ght angles wlth the corner posts. The J01nts are notched
and pegged rather than na i led together Vert1cal boards and battens form the
outer sheath.

The hand-hewn braces Wh1Ch form the 1nter1or support system, are placed at
dlfferent angles, also notched and pegged. The roof 1S constructed of sawed
tlmbers or rafters.

Several harness pegs, notched and f1tted wlthout nalls, remaln ln place
The hay trolley track 1S also 1ntact

The granary stands about 100 feet north of the barn It 1S a smaller,
end-openlng barn w1th lean-tos on e1ther slde of the central sectlon It 1S
bUllt on a rectagular plan w1th a central dr1ve-through flanked by gra1n storage
blns A steeply p1tched, gable roof covers the central portlon and s1de lean-tos
'A rock foundatlon s1m1lar to the one 1n the barn supports the center port1on

The granary's balloon frame constructlon shows that lt was probably bUllt
after the barn. The studs are 4 x 6 1nch lumber pegged together w1th large,
square wooden pegs The floor1ng and s1d1ng are nalled w1th square na1ls

The bU1ld1ng lS sheathed 1n horlzontal wood s1d1ng f1tted together
ShlP lap construct1on. The sldlng cons1sts of beveled boards, 4 1nches
wlth a groove runnlng horlzontally through the center of each board

wlth
w1de ,
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The center portion has a double th1ck plank floor made of 1 x 12 1nch
planks. Doors on e1ther end of the granary allowed the farmer to dr1ve h1S
gra1n wagons 1nto the barn, unload and drlve stralght out the other slde

There are SlX large blns. three on elther slde of the center drlveway
Each bln 1S about 12 x 14 feet wlde. Graln chutes between the b1ns and lean-tos
allowed easy transfer of gram. A few of the chutes are st i ll m place.

The upper floor of the two-story granary was somet1mes used as llv1ng
quarters or for local dances, part1es and even wedd1ng recept10ns Two or
three cookstoves heated the two large rooms. Cedar sld1ng on the ce111ng
and mter ror walls 1S st i ll mtact. An outs ide sta rrway led to the upstan-s
but has been removed. Steps lead1ng to the upper floor have been added 1ns1de
the bU1ld1ng.

Nearby, but NOT 1ncluded 1n the nom1nat1on, are several other bU1ld1ngs
Wh1Ch were later addit10ns to the farm complex. A ch1cken house, bunk house,
and mach1ne shed are located north and east of the granary. A milk1ng parlor,
located along Jackson Road west of the barn, was built in the 1950s. The house,
Wh1Ch stands on the slte of Mulou1ne's or1g1nal house, was moved onto the slte
in the 1940s. Mulou1ne's well-known rock-walled W1ne cellar was attached to
the rear of the house but was torn down in the 1950s. Only the barn and granary
are 1ncluded 1n the nom1nat1on Slnce they are the only bU1ld1ngs that were
associated w1th Mulou1ne's way stat1on.

u
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The Cal1forn1a Ranch 1S the oldest, cont1nual1y occup1ed farm or ranch 1n
Spokane County, Wash1ngton, hav1ng been settled around 1864, some e1ght years be-
fore the arnva1 of the f ir-s t wave of "permanent" settlers As the ONLY establi shed
ranch along the Kentuck Tra1l between the Palouse and Spokane r1vers 1n the 1860s,
the ranch also served as an 1wportant way stat10n and rest1ng place for hundreds
of m1ners, packers, and early settlers who passed through th1S reg10n throughout
the front1er per1od.

In add1t1on to 1tS h1stor1c 1mportance, the barn at the Ca11forn1a Ranch has
arch1tectura1 slgn1f1cance 1n 1tS own r1ght. The des1gn, craftsmansh1p and mater-
1a1s used 1n th1S barn make 1t an outstand1ng example of early agr1cu1tura1 con-
struct10n techn1ques

Wh11e the Californ1a Ranch 1S frequently referred to 1n the rem1nscences of
early travelers and settlers 1n Spokane County, 11tt1e 1nformat1on can be ver1f1ed
as to the exact year that 1t was estab11shed or who the orig1na1 owner was. An
1879 ed1t1on of the Spokan T1mes reports that a port1on of the Californ1a Ranch
had been under cu1t1vat1on Slnce 1864 The ear11est referrence to the ranch 1S
found in Henry Lueg's "Journal of a Tr rp from St. Paul to Portland, Oregon," wr i t ten
In 1867 He descr-ibed it as "a house where some art i cles of necessity are to be
had" liewent on to exp1a1n that "lntox1cat1on dr1nks are sold at all the houses
along the road, because most travellers have [the] 1dea [that] such dr1nks are
necessary on the tr i ps...."

The ranch was probably started 1n the m1d-1860s when the Kentuck Tra11 was
marked out between Walla Walla and the Spokane Br1dge Th1S popular p10neer road
was used extens1ve1y by m1ners and fre1ghters (or packers) trave11ng to the m1n1ng
d1str1cts 1n eastern Wash1ngton, Idaho, Montana, and Br1t1sh Co1umb1a from Walla
Walla, the ma1n outf1tt1ng p01nt for the reg10n

There were no towns or settlements 1n the Spokane reg10n at th1S t1me. Of the
only two roads 1ead1ng to the northemm1n1ng areas V1a the Spokane Br1dge, the
Kentuck Tral1 was the most d1rect route, about 35 m11es shorter than the Mullan
M111tary Road The Cal1forn1a Ranch was strateg1ca11y located along the Kentuck
Tra1l, Just a day's r1de from the Spokane Br1dge. Traces of the old road can st111
be seen 1n the f1e1ds southwest of the ranch

When Lueg's wagon tra1n stayed overn1ght at the Cal1forn1a Ranch 1n 1867,
h1S fr1end sold a wagon to the owner of the ranch for the hefty sum of $100 1n
gold Unfortunately, Lueg doesn't tell us the name of th1S apparently well-to-do
rancher but later sources 1dent1fy h1m vaguely as a man named Kn1ght.
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Knlght, the story goes, had been a frelghter on the Kentuck Trall and drove
teams and wagons to the mlnes ln the reglon. He bUllt the stop-over along the
Kentuck Tra i l nammq i t and the creek that ran through i t , "The Calt forru a Ranch"
In memory of his days as a "4g-er" In the Caltfor-rn a Gold Rush

The name most commonly assoclated wlth the Callfornla Ranch, however, was one
of Spokane County's earllest ploneers, MaXlme Muloulne, who bought out Knlght's
squatter's rlghts ln 1871. Muloulne, a French-Canadlan, had also followed the
varlOUS gold rushes of the era, from Callfornla to Canada.

After bUylng Knlght's squatter's rlghts, Muloulne also flled for a pre-emptlon
land clalm. Later, he took out a homestead clalm to secure another parcel of land
pre-empted by hlS brother who drowned ln the Spokane Rlver ln l879. The exact
dates of these transactlons cannot be verlfled because County land records do not
eXlst prlor to l879 when the area was flnally surveyed.

Llke the exact dates of ownershlp, the orlglnal Slze of the ranch lS also unknown
Local legend has lt that the ranch extended from the Rockles west to the Columbla
Rlver, and from the Canadlan border south to the Snake. Such clalms ln the days
before land surveys, fences, or any settlement to speak of, may have been accurate.
Cattle were often Just left to roam at wlll wlth llttle attentlon pald to property
11nes

More conservatlve estlmates say that the ranch covered most of the terrltory
between Saltese and Mlca, about 15 square mlles Early hlstorles of Spokane
County, wrltten durlng Muloulne's llfetlme, reported that he had lncreased the
Slze of the orlglnal ranch to 1800 acres, an unusually large ranch compared to the
tYPlcal 160 acre homestead clalms. About 400 acres were under cultlvatlon by 1900.

Under Muloulne's ownershlp, the ranch became an lmportant and popular land-
mark for more than twenty-flve years. Max took great palns to provlde for the
needs and comforts of hlS wayfarlng guests, even bUlldlng a large rock Wlne cellar
of hand-pltched stone. A large barn, granary and blacksmlth shop were added to
replace the small log bUlldlngs.

n

The ranch later became the center of the beef lndustry ln the local area and
was used for many years as a stock yard where buyers could come to purchase beef
from local cattlemen. A varlety of communlty actlvltles lncludlng local dances,
partles and weddlng receptlons were held ln the granary next to the barn.

Around the
other farmers.
He cont inued to

turn of the
In 1904, he
live at the

century, Muloulne began to sell some of hlS land to
platted a large portlon of lt for the townslte of Mlca
ranch unt i l tn s death In 1916.
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The barn that Muloulne bU1lt as part of the way statlon IS onp of tile few
r ema tn inq examples of the cons truc t ion methods and craf t smansh i p used In the
a~rlcultural area durIng the frontIer perIod The dIffIculty of attaInIng "III led
lumber and factory produced na i l s In the early days of settlement forced the
bUIlders of the CalIfornIa barn to rely on local lIIaterlal and theIr own l"oenulty
and skIll as much as possIble

Typ i ca l of early barns of the nor thwes t f ron t i er , the Ce l i forn i a barn was
bUIlt wIth a braced frame constructIon rather than balloon CO'lstructlon whIch
was used In the area much later Hand hewn t unber s were notched and pegqed to
form an tntr rca t e support system wlthout t he use of na i l s Harness pens were
dlso notched and fItted Into place wllh wooden pe~s The foundatIon was con-
structed of local rock plIed as hIgh as SIX feet In places No mortar was used
to hold It together

Becaus e the barn was used to house a large number of horses, ef f t c t ency
was ano t her impor-tant factor In ItS cons truct ron Hay chutes wer e Installed
between floors to allow the transfer of lidy frrn" the upper storage area to the
an una l s housed on the lower floor In the bas enen t , a well WctSdug and f i t t ed
w t t h a hand pump to prov ide easy access to wat er for the stock A hay trolley,
made of a wooden track and pulley system, was Installed to perrm t the farmer
to s t acj, the loose hay h i qher than a p t t chfork woulel allow Later, a vent i l a-
t ion shaf t was added to pr ov rde a be t I er sunp Iy of f, csh all' to the lower f l oor
clfte' s evera l horses supposedly su f f oca t cn

IJ

The CalIfornIa Ranch contInues to bp rpcognlzed JS an l~portant local land,
mar k , not only for the vam sh mc ar ctu t ec tura l met ho.rs and c raf t smansh tp that It
represents, but also for ItS lInk to the earlle,t davs of pIoneer travel and
settlement In the area The ranch represents an uupnr t ant per-iod In the r i ch
h i s tor ica l development of the Inland l.mpi r e of the Puc t f i c Northwest
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