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1. Name

historic Glover Cro\'JI\' J-Iouse

and/or common L rO\J n I.: 0 use

2. location

i'lcrtli 140[; SUiilmit Lou1evarustreet & number

Spokal1C:city, town -vicinity of

\J ash i n 9 ton s pol: a rl estate county

3.

C~a5s;igcaiaon
Category
-district

-L building(s)
-structure

_site

-object

Present Use

.agriculture
-commercial
-educational

.entertainment

_government
.industrial

.military

-museum
-park
~ private residence
-religious
-scientific
-transportation
-other:

Status., .
-.:.- occupied

-unoccupied
-work in progress
Accessible
-yes: restricted
-X- yes: unrestricted
_no

Ownership

-public
-L private
-both
Public Acquisition
-in process
-being considered

4.

street & number i'~or.tjl 1 '1U [; S u r,illl i t [j 0 u 1 e v a r d

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. S 0 k aile Co U n t Co u r t 11 GU S e

street & number ~4est 1116 Groad\oJav -

title Ci tv of SPO I~a ne La n Ulli<l rK Sur vev

city. town S 0 k a n e state \~ ash; n t



.Conditlon
-.J: excellent

-good
_fair

f Check one
-L unaltered
-altered

Check one
A- original site
-moved date

-deteriorated

-ruins
-unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

In choosifag a location for his trlird Ilor.e, Jarlles flettle Glover picked a site
n~st)qd aJ;-.ong rllaplE: tr:-eE:s high a~ove tile Sl?okane P.iver. Ira the first decade
or tillS celltury, Sur:imlt Loulevaru, WlllCh \/l,nd$ alonn the eastel~n bluff sever-
al hundred feet aLove the river:-, had beCOrile a prestlgious rcsidential ave-
Ii u e for. n: any a f S po k an cis pro rlJ 1 n e n tea r 1 y d a .Y c i t i zen s .L' e s i 9 n e d b Y I~ i r t 1 and
Cut ~ e r 1 n 1 ~ 0 9 , .t n e h 0 l! s e .t a k e ~ full a d van tag e, 9 fit S \II est ern ex pas u r e \1 i t h
~ V 1 e..1 0 f t n c r 1 vcr a n a h 1 S tor 1 c F 9 r t G cor 9 e \', r 1 9 I) t c n t ,.. cop p 0 S 1 t e s h 0 r e .
h narrow ,lane leads O!)to rather pr1vatc ana charmlr:g Cjrounds landscaped l'lith
v/e11-tenuecl roses, prlzed ~u~s.an9 begonias, and,mat~r~ Maples. In 1942 the
p~e~ellt o../ner constructed a s~'/lnmlng pool, nC\'1 f1l1ea 1n and covered over
I'll t n lawn.

Tne home i~se1f is an essentially t'r/O story shingle style structure that fol-
1 0...1 S a bas 1 c all y r:- e c tan 9 u 1 a r p 1 a n 5 3 .6 fee t by 3 5 .(j fee tin rl i Pi ens ion. Its
r~bb1e subfoundatl0n of native basalt \lIas a typical feature of Cutter-desiqn-
e,a houses in tile area. uark bro\'!n shir:tgle sidint] rises into the 9ables of
tne expanslve T-shaped roof. Ceoar ~hlnCJles, broad oyerhanCling eaves and
verges, and exposed rafters and purllns lncrease the 1nterest and emphasis
of the roof as a major desi!)'n element. j1,lonn the front or \:est~rn elevation
are three fjab1ed dormers with sin~i1i\r detailln!:j. These are repeat~d on the
north and south roof slopes. The north wall supports a sinQle brick chimney.../i th douiJl e terra cotta ch i mney pots. .

Fenestration is another interesting feature of the Glover/Brown House. Most of
tile \-Jindo...Js contain doub1e-hun~ sash, \'iith multiple over sin!'Jle-liC]ht Qlaz-
inCJ. There are a numb~r of mu!ti-1ifjht ca~elr:ents situated sln!:Jly and ln

~alrs.. The most plea~ln9 comblnatl0n of V/1nCO\'1 typ~s occurs on the south
~ 1 e vat 1 0 n bet \'J e e n h 0 r 1 Z 0 n tal f as c 1 a boa r d s t hat d c 11 n eat e the s e con d and

tnird ~attic) floor levels. The \"/estern or riverfront ele'lntion has a full-
\'1 i d t hip 0 r tic 0" w i t h f 0 U r rat h c r mas s i veT us can co 1 U 111 n s t hat sur po r t a s i m-
ple flat roof with exposed decorative rafters. The portico is an orilJinal
design feature. There is a sir.gle-story shc:d roof~d serviceporch on the
rear or east side of tile house.

The interior of the Glover/Brown House includes a three-quarter basement, and a
r'lai~ floor \'iitl) entry and living areas, study, dinirlg roor1, kitchen and but-
ler s pantry w1tn a small enclosed porch at the recr. Thc Main floor also
inc1ud~s a bathroom with its ori!Jinal tile flooring intact. The second
story 1S reaci"led by a handsollie1y grained fir staircase detailed l'lith pierced
r/anels. The seco~d story contai~s the rilaster uedrooll~, a si~tinq roan, a
bathroor.: and a mald's chamber adJacent to the servants,' stalrc"se.
Floorirl9 and v/oodwork are of tIle original fir (of I'/hich Glover Ilir.-!self ",/as
par tic u 1 a r 1 y f 0 n d) \'i i t h the ex c e p t ion 0 f 0 a k f 1 (lor i n (1 i nth e for mal din i r. q
and livirag roor:;s. \la1ls remain a nelJtral-tone painte(j nlaster. ,Otller es:
~ecially ll1teresting oriGinal features of the Ilouse include C1 six-feet hirh
difling room vainscotting' of en'boss(;(1 leatller \'lith a fir nlat.c rail borderinl')auOVE:, a living room fireplace faced \'~ith brown plottle<l tiles, ~Ianv period -
light fixtures and all of tile original Lrass hi1rd\l/are. '

Several orioina1 golden oak pieces desiqned by Cutter for tile r:lov~r House
on dti1 rellialn in tile Glover/Grown Ilollle:- a li\'r~e r;lirror in the entry, a h,,11
table beneath it, a settee, and a library table.



Period
-prehistoric

.1400-1499
_1500-1599
.1600-1699
.1700-1799
.1800-1899
.1900-

religion
science
sculpture
socialJ
humanitarian
theater

transportation
other (specify)

,

-;---: =~. : ~ -._:~-~~\. -.-
Areas of Signif,C,;dnce--Check and justify below

.archeology-prehistoric -community planning
-archeology-historic -conscrvation

.agriculture -economics
1- architecture -.education

.art ..engineering
-X- commerce .-exploration/settlement
-communications. ..:.- industry

..invention

x

landscape architecture
law
literature

military
music

philosophy

politics/government

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The tllird house of James Nettle Glover, Father of Spokane, Washington \'ias designed by
noted architect Kirtland Kelsey Cutter in 1909. Situated high above the Spokane River,
the rustic shingle-clad "fannllouse" is an unusually modest yet pleasing example of
Cutter's domestic design. Glover is remembered as the founder of Spokane, builder
of the first sa\~mill, proprietor of the first general store, and enthusiastic pron~ter
of the city's early economic growth. He established and headed the First ~jational Bank
of Spokane, an institution \'Jhich gre'lJ in strength until its failure in the Panic of 1893.
Glover1s personal financial loss in the Panic necessitated his move from a Cutter-
desiuned Illansion on Eighth Avenue to this much simpler d'lJelling on SUlllllit. Here he re-
sided until his death in 1921.

Jallles Nettle Glov~r was born in Li'lcoln County, r~issouri, on ~1(lrcll l!:i, 1837. At a!]e
twelve, Ilis falilily traveled uy covered Willjon to Sillelll, Ore<Jorl, wllere lie Ilelpeu Ilis fatller
farm. At age t\'/enty, he embarked on his first business venture which eventually led him
to explore the wild and ~/onderful Palouse and Spokane valleys. By lantern light later in
the SUlllnler of 1873, James Glover signed the papers that made him o...Jner of one-hundred-
sixty acres in the heart of what is no...' Spokane, ~Ji1shirllJtnn. '~r. C.lover purchas(':d tIle
l\1IIU frolll two ratl1er unsavory squatters at a time when not IIlnre than a dozen falllilies re-
$ i ded in tile arcc1. On tll1 s si tc lIe cstaul 1s11CU the area IS fi rst sa..., m1 11 anu tIle fi rs t
Ijclleral store. It serv~d the Indians prililarily, alan!] ...,itll the handful of pioneer settlers.

Very shortly after his arrival at Spokane Falls, he gained the respect of his fello~~
pioneers ~~ho were being frightened by reports of nearby r~ez Perce Indian warriors. ~Iud-
dled together on the 'Ibig island", which is no\... occupied by the historic Great Northern.
Railroad clock tower, the settlers \~atched in terror as the ~~ez Perce continued their v/ar
dances every night for two vleeks. It is said that t~r. Glover1s quick wits and good rap-
port with the Spokane Indians saved the entire population from annihilation. He suffinloned
some of his friends from the Spokane tribe and asked them to relay an order to the Nez
Perce to "l3e gone before the next sun is over our heads (noon) as I am in direct contact
now wi th the boys who wear tile brass buttons." In actual fact there \'/as no army nearby
that could help them, that he knew of. The Nez Perce were gone before noon and those
first settlers owed their lives to James Glover.'

III tile lUeO's, the Great Northern Railroad extended its line ,to Spokane bringing witll it
a boon to the region's growth. This made it mandatory that the to\~n be accurately sur-
veyed. This Glover undertook, and it was he who was responsible for the naming of all
the streets, names which to this day mark the City's thoroughfares. "Papa Glover" as he
was affectionately called, surveyed his quarter section \,thich embraced the falls and '.'/hat
is now the heart of the business district of Spokane. He then gave away land to anyone
wllO \'Iould agree to set up a business within the colliliunity, hoping his dreams and faith in
Spokane's future woul d UeCOl1le areal i ty.
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In 1882, Glover established the First National Bank of Spokane. In'the Panic of 1893, the
bank was wiped out and with it practically everything which Glover had accumulated. In that
crash, Glover came forward and extended his personal resources so that creditors would not
sustain losses. Although he offered $1,400,000 of his own funds and even sold his $100,000
house on Eighth Avenue for $30,000 to pay creditors, he never lost his hopes and dreams for
Spokane's future. It was estimated that his loss was twice that of any othet:' citizen. His
courageous spirit and faith in the City was never daunted, and he eventually was able to
regain substantial pY7operty interests and holdings. However, his own personal loss was
serious enough to force his eventual move from the Cutter mansion on East Eighth to the
much more modest residence on Summit.

Glover bore nearly the total cost of building the First Episcopal Church in Spokane. Many
other local churches and charities were recipients of his generous contributions of pro-
perty and/or monies. In fact, it would be difficult to name any area of activity of true
benefit to Spokane that did not profit from his cooperation, encour~gement and support
in those early days. As long as the city stands, Glover will be rememb.ered as a leader
who foresaw its possibilities and manifested a contagious attitude of enthusiasm and
public spirit.

Two years after the death of Glover, another of Spokane's leading businessment, Mr. Frank
~Vinton Brown, purchased the home from Mrs. Glover. For 55 years Mr. Brown was owner of
.a pr.inting establishment in the city and raised his- family in the Summit Boulevard home.

Upon his death, the home was inherited by Mr. Brown's eldest son, Dr. Frank Vinton Brown,
Jr., and his wife, Helen, who are the present owners. Mrs. Brown is the granddaughter of
Patrick Clark, prominent mining entrepreneur of the early 1900.s and original owner of the
Clark Mansion (National Register 1973).'
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Edmond. ~pokane(orona, Eras and Empires. C. W. 1 Printers. Spokane, 1974

City of Spokane Records

(see continuation sheet)

10.
Acreage of nominated property under one ~

Verbal boundary description and justification

'The nom; nated property cons; sts of: Sher\'/ood Res and Ext 81
.i All L15-16, NELY 35 FT of L17, 81

Lint all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state

11.
county.

~crm ~rrepared fay

For Office Use Only:, ".; ,
Date Recei~ed: -c R~':;~8~ '. :;' .Attest: ~ ;'!J,J~~~' "j 0

Date fleard.- 0 C(-ZL;' ~~f-"53 .0 C O t Cl kc oo 0 " . .J A T-::- ,1 Y r
ommlsslon eclslon. i../\({,\;l{lll~lir( (t.-U-LJ""Jot(l-'_L(;iL

Council/-B"O"ar-ci:- Action:~Approved" J, -} 'cJaJc<.f/fj/~orm:~ved sto form:
Date: October 10, 1983 I ,Jc<. 1.-

We hereby certify that this property has been listed Ass't. Corporation Counsel
of Historic Places: 0,
~_r~.L1de~4_/~~Q~-~ 0: 0 , 0 '

C7it~ Manager, .Ci~
~ ",I tA-Pf" -~, -~'.l>~

lr. 
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REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Spokane County
Date: 1978

Statex x County

Lawton Printing Co

November 18,1921

The ~okesman Rev; e~. November 19,1921

Washington State Register of Historic Places Date: 1981

Washington State Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation


