




























Spokane City/County Register of Historic Places Nomination 
COOLIDGE-RISING-MOYER HOUSE 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

AMENDMENT 
Spokane Register of Historic Places 

Spokane City/County Historic Preservation Office, City Hall, 3rd Floor 
808 W. Spokane Falls Boulevard, Spokane, WA 99201 

1. HISTORIC NAME
Historic Name COOLIDGE-RISING-MOYER HOUSE 
Common Name Moyer House 

2. LOCATION
Street & Number 1405 West Ninth Avenue 
City, State, Zip Code Spokane, WA 99204 
Tax Parcel Number 25244.4101 

3. CLASSIFICATION
Category  Ownership  Status Present Use 
X  building __public  X occupied __agricultural __museum 
__site  X  private     work in progress      commercial __park 
__structure __both __educational __religious 
__object  Public Acquisition Accessible __entertainment X  residential 

__in process  X  yes, restricted  __government __scientific 
Site  __being considered __yes, unrestricted __industrial __transportation 
X   original __no __military __other 
__  moved 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
Name  Bill Conley c/o BC & KMP, LLC 
Street & Number PO Box 6563  
City, State, Zip Code Spokane, WA 99217 
Telephone Number/E-mail 509-434-8690, bcandkmpllc@gmail.com 

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Courthouse, Registry of Deeds Spokane County Courthouse 
Street Number 1116 West Broadway 
City, State, Zip Code  Spokane, WA 99201 
County Spokane 

6. REPRESENTATION OF EXISTING SURVEYS
Title City of Spokane Historic Landmarks Survey 
Date Federal 1988/94  State 1988  Co 1987 Local 1978 
Location of Survey Records Spokane Historic Preservation Office 
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COOLIDGE-RISING-MOYER HOUSE 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. DESCRIPTION
(continuation sheets attached) 
Architectural Classification  Condition  Check One 

X  excellent __unaltered 
good  X  altered 

 fair 
__deteriorated  Check One 
__ruins X  original site 
__unexposed      moved & date 

8. SPOKANE REGISTER CATEGORIES & STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
(continuation sheets attached) 
Applicable Spokane Register of Historic Places Categories:  Mark “x” on one or more for the 
categories that qualify the property for the Spokane Register listing: 
    A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 

of Spokane history. 
X B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
    C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method or construction, or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

__D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory history. 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Bibliography is found on one or more continuation sheets. 

10. DIGITAL PHOTOS, MAPS, SITE PLANS, ARTICLES, ETC.
Items are found on one or more continuation sheets. 

11. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Acreage of Property  Less than one acre. 
Verbal Boundary Description Cannon’s Addition, Lots 1 & 2, Block 44.  
Verbal Boundary Justification Nominated property includes entire parcel and 

urban legal description. 

12. FORM PREPARED BY
Name and Title Linda Yeomans, Preservation Consultant/Historian 
Organization Historic Preservation Planning & Design 
Street, City, State, Zip Code 501 West 27th Avenue, Spokane, WA 99203 
Telephone Number 509-456-3828 
Email Address lindayeomans@comcast.net 
Date Final Nomination Heard October 18, 2017 
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13. Signature of Owner(s)

14. For Official Use Only:

Date nomination application filed: ___________ 

Date of Landmarks Commission hearing: ___ ____________________ 

Landmarks Commission decision: _____________________________________ 

Date of City Council/Board of County Commissioners’ hearing: ______________  

City Council/Board of County Commissioners’ decision: ____________________ 

I hereby certify that this property has been listed in the Spokane Register 
of Historic Places based upon the action of either the City Council or the 
Board of County Commissioners as set forth above. 

________________________________________________________________ 
Megan Duvall       Date 
City/County Historic Preservation Officer  
City/County Historic Preservation Office 
3rd Floor - City Hall, Spokane, WA 99201 

Attest:  Approved as to form: 

___________________________     ______ 
City Clerk  Assistant City Attorney  

9/18/17

10/18/17

n/a

n/a

n/a n/a
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COOLIDGE-RISING-MOYER HOUSE in 2017 

AMENDMENT 
The historic name of the Coolidge-Rising House is amended to the Coolidge-Rising-
Moyer House for its associative significance with Dr. John & Joanne Moyer, former 
owners of the property from 1987 to 2015.  Under Category “B” on the Spokane Register 
of Historic Places, the home is historically significant for its association with specific 
contributions made by Dr. John Moyer and his wife, Joanne Moyer, to the city of 
Spokane.  The Moyers’ many contributions are identified within the areas of significance, 
“health” and “politics/government.”  During some of the most productive periods of their 
lives, the Coolidge-Rising-Moyer House was home to Dr. Moyer & Joanne Moyer for 27 
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years from 1987 to 2014, the year Dr. Moyer died.  Joanne Moyer continues to reside in 
the house. 

Dr. John Moyer and his wife, Joanne Moyer 
John A. Moyer was born in 1922 in Glendive, Montana.  His mother died when he was a 
child of six, and after a few years, his father remarried.  The Moyer family moved to 
Fargo, North Dakota, where John was a high school student.  After high school, he 
attended North Dakota State University until he was drafted into the US army during 
World War II.  While in the army, John received high marks on a qualifying exam for 
medical studies and was sent to Washington and Lee University (WLU) in Lexington, 
Virginia.  John later attended the University of Illinois’ College of Medicine in Chicago, 
and completed his residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at Cook County Hospital.   

In 1955, Dr. Moyer relocated to Spokane where he worked in the field of medicine for 30 
years.  During his medical career, he delivered more than 7,000 babies in Spokane and 
areas around the city, including Deer Park, Colville, Newport, and Othello.  He 
introduced the popular Lamaze method of prepared childbirth in Spokane, invited fathers 
to the delivery room, and hired the first nurse-midwife for his practice.  At different 
times, Dr. Moyer was president of the Spokane County Medical Society, the Washington 
State Medical Society, Spokane OB/GYN Society, and was on the staff at Sacred Heart, 
Deaconess, Holy Family, and St. Luke’s Hospitals.  He served on St. Luke’s 
Rehabilitation Board, the Children’s Home Society of Washington, and was a founding 
member of the Spokane Family Birth Center. Dr. Moyer was especially honored to serve 
on the board of Providence Adult Day Health where he co-chaired their capital campaign 
to build the facility.  On his fund-raising calls, he would say, “We need this, as you never 
know if you may need it.” (Spokesman-Review, 28 Aug 2014). 

In addition to his medical practice, Dr. Moyer was politically active.  He served as a 
representative in the Washington State House of Representatives from 1986 to 1992, and 
was additionally elected to the Washington State Senate from 1992 to 1996.  He served 
Spokane’s 3rd and 6th Districts, and was active on the Advisory Board for the Washington 
State Basic Health Plan.  Dr. Moyer worked on various boards and committees, including 
the Spokane Chamber of Commerce, City of Spokane Community Development Board, 
Friends of Spokane Falls, Historic Cannon’s Addition Neighborhood Steering 
Committee, NW Museum of Arts & Culture (MAC), United Way, and Allegro Baroque 
& Beyond.  Dr. Moyer is remembered for his Spokane medical career.  His creed was, “If 
you live in a community for a major part of your life or even a minor part, it is vital that 
you make some sort of contribution to community effort.”1  

Dr. Moyer married Caroline Atkinson, and together they raised ten children.  After her 
death in 1986, Dr. Moyer married Joanne Halstead in 1988.  Highly educated, Joanne 
Halstead Moyer received her nursing diploma from St. Mary’s Hospital School of 
Nursing in Walla Walla, a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology, a Bachelor of Science in 

1 Ibid. 
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Nursing from Gonzaga University, a Master’s Degree in Health Education Counseling 
from Whitworth University, and was certified as an Advanced Registered Nurse 
Practitioner. 

Active in historic preservation efforts, Dr. Moyer and Joanne Moyer purchased the 
Rising-Coolidge-Moyer House on the corner of Ninth Avenue and Cedar Street on 
Spokane’s South Hill, and almost immediately began restoring and preserving the 
property.  A landmark example of the Craftsman style, the architecturally significant 
home was designed in 1906 by Spokane master architect, John K. Dow.  In 1987, Dr. 
Moyer and his wife, Joanne Moyer had the property listed on the Spokane Register of 
Historic Places.  The following year, the property was individually listed on the 
Washington Heritage Register and the National Register of Historic Places.  As resident 
homeowners in Cannon’s Addition, the Moyers worked together with the neighborhood’s 
steering committee to help recognize a variety of Spokane’s most architecturally 
significant houses built in the late 1890s and early 1900s, concentrated along West 
Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, and Eleventh Avenues between Monroe and Cannon Streets in 
Cannon’s Addition.  In 1994, the Ninth Avenue National Register Historic District was 
formed and listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  The Moyer’s home, 
located at 1409 West Ninth Avenue, is a contributing historic resource in the historic 
district. 

For her volunteer work in historic preservation, Joanne was presented with a Historic 
Preservation Award from the Eastern Washington State Historical Society (NW MAC) in 
1988, and continued her volunteer work in preservation as a member of the MAC’s 
Historic Preservation Committee.  In 1997, Joanne Moyer helped found Spokane 
Preservation Advocates, an 800-member preservation non-profit organization dedicated 
to advocate, educate, and preserve Spokane’s historic environment.  A Spokane Mayoral 
appointment, Joanne served on the city’s Spokane Historic Landmarks Commission, with 
three of her six years as the Commission’s Chair.  Joanne Moyer was appointed by 
Washington State Governor Gary Locke to the Washington State Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation to serve two three-year terms.  She was also appointed Advisor to 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and served for ten years.  She was an active 
member of the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation Board of Directors for two 
terms, and in 2012, was honored with an award for her Excellence in Historic 
Preservation from Spokane Preservation Advocates.       

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Google aerial photography, www.mapcoordinates.net, 2017 
“Moyer, John A. Obituary.”  Spokesman-Review, 28, August 2014 
Spokane City building permits.  Spokane City Hall, Spokane, WA. 
Spokane County public records.  Spokane County Courthouse, Spokane, WA. 
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Coolidge-Rising-Moyer House 
1405 W. Ninth Avenue 

Spokane, WA 99204 

Source:  Google Aerial Photography 2017 
North 
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Coolidge-Rising-Moyer House 
1405 W. Ninth Avenue 

2017 photographs 




