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1. Name

histone Commission Building

and or common

2. Location

West 216 Pacific Avenue _ not for publicalion
- -- ------------street & number

stale Washington Spokane code 063
3. Classification

__ VICInity of

code 053 county

Category
___ district
_11 bUlldln9(S)
__ structure

site
object

Ownership
__ pubhc
_JL private
_ _ both
Public AcquIsition
___ In process
_ _ bemg considered
nla

Status
..!.. occupied
_ ._ unoccupied

_ work In progress
Accessible

yes restricted
_~ yes unrestricted

no

Present Use
_ agriculture
~ commercial
_ educational

__ entertamment
_ government
_Industrial
__ military

_museum
_park
_ private residence
_religiOUS

_ scrennnc
_ transportation
_other

4. Owner of Property

name Loretta R. Simchuk---
South 1501 Hazelwood Roadstreet & number

City, town Spokane state Washington__ VICInity of

5. Location of Legal Description
Spokane County Courthouse

street & number

city, town

West 1116 Broadway

Spokane state Washington

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title None

date

depository for survey records

has thiS property been determined eligIble? _ yes _~ _no

_ lederal __ state _ county local

_._._--- ----- - - --------------- ---

statecity, town



----~-.'--------.'---.,...-----7. Description

Condition
_excellent
---1L good
_lair

Check one
__ deteriorated unaltered
_ rutna x altered
_ unexposed

Check one
x onglnal site

_ moved date

De.cribe the pre.en' and original (if known) physical appearance

The Commission BuaLdf.ng is a two story brick warehouse buf Id Ing w1th two fronts: one
facing south on Pacific Avenue and the north facade f'acang a railroad spur. Nearby are
other properties in commercial use and a couplet arterial of First and Second Avenues.

The Commission BU11ding is rectangular in plan, 50 feet wide and 180 feet long, and the
north elevation 1S skewed to accommodate the line of the railroad spur. The 18 inch
thick brick walls rest upon a basalt stone foundat10n. No bUild1ng adJoins on the west,
and the brickwork of the Commission Building's west wall is marked by pllasters and
corbelled spandrels. The tan brick north eLevat ron is largely intact and features a
large round arched central doorway flanked by sim1larly dimens10ned w1ndow openings that
have been filled w1th brick. Dare ct Ly above these openangs are three aderrt.acaL seg-
mentally arched window openwgs hUed with double hung sash and transom lights. The
parapet of the central bay rises above the bua Id rng parapet Lane and frames the word
"Ccmmf.ssa cn" in a recessed panel. Below the buiLda.ng parapet line, s ImaLar Ly recessed
panels contain the names of the or i.grna I owners placed across the three bays of the
facade: Rasher/K1ngman/Herrin Co. The south or Pacific Avenue facade has been substan-
t1ally altered w1th the applicat10n of a layer of stucco which obscures the original
brickwork and fenes t re t i.on , On this elevation, a pair of rectangular windows flank a
simple entry and on the second floor, three smaller openings f1tted with steel sash mark
the orig1nal fenestrat10n. The full and segmental arch openings wh1ch character1ze the
north facade are vis1ble on the interior of the south facade.

The interor 1S unadorned space, marked only by heavy t1mber framing and unfinished brick
walls. The first floor is 14 feet h1gh and the second floor 1S 16 feet high, w1th the
slop1ng roof also covering a large loft space 11luminated by two skylights. The floors
are of maple. There 1S a full basement with two large walk-in brick vaults; similar
vaults are on the first floor as well. Convect10n air vents are built 1nto the exterior
walls and provide air circulation to the basement.



• •8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
140ll-1499
150ll-1599
160ll-1699
170ll-1799
180ll-1899

l!; 1901l-

Areas or Significance-Check and Justify below
archeology-prehistoric community planning
arcneotoqv-nrstonc conservation
agriculture economics
architecture education
art engineering

x commerce exploration/settlement _
communications Industry

Invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military

_ music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
SCience
sculpture
socrat/
humarutanen

____theater
__ transportation
__ other (Specify)

Specific dates 1906 BUilder Architect

Statement of Significance (m one paragraph)

The Comnu.ssi.on BuaLdi.ng is signihcant as a component of Spokane I s warehouse daat.ri.ct ,
and particularly as an early produce warehouse 1n the commun1ty. BU11t in 1906 for the
Rasher-Kingman-Herrin Company, it 1S noteworthy for the careful execution of its north or
loading dock facade. Although substant1ally altered on its Pac1fic Avenue elevation, it
still eXh1bits the essential character1st1cs of 1tS form.

Constructed in 1906 by James M. Geraghty, a local builder, the Comm1ssion Building has
served as a warehouse since its complet10n. The orig1nal intent was to temporarily store
and di st rabut.e penshable produce. There were several commissi.on merchants in the
Spokane area 1n the early 1900s, and one of the most prominent was the Henry M. Herr1n
Company. The firm specaaLfaed an the brokerage and wholesaLi ng of f ruats, produce,
butter, eggs, cheese, and lemons. Herr1n later J01ned w1th C.E. Kingman and Huber Rasher
to form the Rasher-K1ngman-Herr1n Company. The new f1rm occup1ed the Comm1ssion BU11d1ng
from 1906 to 1915, when 1t relocated. From 1919 until the mid-50s, the Comm1SS10n Build-
ing was occup1ed by the Roundup F1sher1es Company, later named the Roundup Grocery Com-
pany. The bU11ding also housed the Independent Grocers Associat10n headquarters off1ce
dur1ng the late 1930s thorugh the next ten years. In more recent times, the bU11d1ng has
exper1enced a series of owners and has been used primar11y as office and storage space.

The present owner plans to rehab111tate the bU11ding and return the Pac1f1c Avenue facade
to 1tS onginal appearance. The Comnussi on BuaLdLng will be re-established in a land-
scaped sett1ng w1th associated parking.
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage ornominated property.les~han one
Quadrangle name _!ll>okane N_.W--,--
UT M References

Quadrangle scale 1: 24,000

A l..!..L!J
Zone

~EaBUng ~Northing
BUj

Zone
LLJ..uJ lLhl..uJ
Easllng Northing

LLJ..uJ lLhl..uJ
LI 1 I 1 1 I I I I I
LL.Ll..J.....LJ I I I I I 1 I

c W lLLLwJ L.LL-Lu.J
EL.LJlLLLwJ IIIIII'!
GL.LJlLLLwJ L.LL-Lu.J

All of Lots 8 and 9 and the west 50 feet of
Fourth Addition to Railroad Addition, Spokane

Verbal boundary description and justification
Lots 2 and 3, Block 4, First Addition to
County, Washington.

List all states and counties for properties overlapPing state or county boundanes

state code l.ounty code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

:.:n~a:.:m:.:e.:.:It::.:lt::.:le:---,-M",a,-,r",l,-,u~n"dA,_ Si'!!.cl1~!<,pr Iva te dev.e_loper

organization date

street & number South 1501 Hazelwood Road telephone----- ---

city or town Spokane state Washington
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance 0' thIS property Within the state IS

__ national slate local

As the desrqnated State Histone Preservation Ott-cer tor the National Hrstonc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665). I hereby nominate thiS property for lnctusion 10 the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service

State Historic Preservation Otfrcer sIgnature------

IIl1e date

For NPS use only
IherebycertifyIhalthispropertyIsIncludedInIheNallonalReglsler

date

Keeper or the NatIonal RegIster

Alles,· dale
ChIef 01 ReglSlratoon

GPO •••• ., ••
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